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sonic statistics which give food for thought
have been quoted respecting the railway de-
ficit. I feel sure that in this respect an al-
teration will comle in the very near future.
Twenty years ago, let me point out, one could
go from Perth to Busselton per train once
daily, to Bunbury thrice daily, and from the
South-West to the metropolitan area twice or
thrice per day. The very heavy capital cost of
our railways, involving huge payments for in-
terest and sinking fund, leaves a very narrow
margin of profit on the comparatively small
traffic being run latterly; for the standing
charges have become disproportionately high.
Bunt the termination of the wvar will bring a
return of prosperity. During the first three
months of 1919 there should be from 100 to
150 steamers passing through Fremantle and
Bunbury. In normal conditions the traffic on
our railways will increase so as to spread the
overhead charges over a much wider field, and
prosperity will again dawn on our Railway
Department. I am prepared to admit there is
a good deal in the proposal that we should ap-
point one Commissioner of Railways at a high
salary. But there is another side to it. If we
bring a man from oversee he will know noth-
ing about our local conditions, or about poli-
tical influence. If he were installed in the
Railway Department as an autocrat or a Czar,
he woul1d not last many months, it is safe to
predict; and in the upshot the Government
would probably be compelled to give him a
large sum of money in consideration of the
cancellation of his agreement. This place is
too small for the appointment of a railway
autocrat. One cannot walk down the main
street without being known to everybody that
comes along. I fear a single imported Coin-
missioner would not prove the success some
people anticipate. I would like to see the Gov-
ernment give this chance to a man already in
the service, a young man if possible. Put him
in the office of Commissioner, give him in-
creased power and responsibility, and let us
see whether we have not amongst us someone
capable of filling the Commissionership of
Railways worthily, and with advantage to the
State of Western Australia. If the Govern-
meat would adopt this suggestion, and at the
same time invest the departmental sufieads
throughout the system with larger responsi-
bilities, the results would, I believe, prove
beneficial. Lot the Railway Department ap-
point, for instance, a goods agent at Fre-
mantle. It is years since the Fremantle Cham-
ber of Commerce and other public bodies of
Frenmantle interviewed the Minister for Rail-
ways on this very subject, and said to him, in
effect, ''Here you have a place like Fremantle
with a~ tremendous amount of traffic and work
going on morning and night; and with all the
regulations you bring in we are at times uo-
able to gather exactly where we stand. Place
a goods agent at Fremantle, and give him
authority to deal with us without having to
refer matters to Perth to the extent that is
required to-day, and you will find that greater
satisfaction will result.' The same argument
applies to Kalgoorlie. I say, appoint such offi-
cers and pay them reasonable salaries, and if
they prove unequal to the work, if the jobs
are to big for them, pilt them out and get

other men. By ref ormns of the kind I have
suggested, the Railway Department of this
State would be enabled to make good. But
that department will never make good, even
uinder the best railway man in the world, if
the man in supreme control is curbed by the
policy of the Government. If the Commis-
sioner is hampered by regulations, he is bound
to hamper every inon under him who wants in-
creased responsibility. I do not know that the
Government have any particular man or men
in view for the Conunissionership or Commis-
sionerships, and I do not know that the re-
jection of this Bill would embarrass them very
much. I certainly shall vote against the second
reading, in the hope that the Government will
give prompt consideration to the advisability
of affording our own local mn the oppor-
tunity of proving their fitness to control our
R~ailway Department under conditions of en-
larged responsibility in administration.

On motion by Hon. H. Stewart, debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMIENT-SPECIAL.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.

Colebatch-East) [11.27] 1 move-
That the House at its rising adjourn until

3 p.m. to-morrow.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.28 p.m.

legislative lissenbLp,
Tuesday, 17th December, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

[For "Questions on Notice'' and "Papers
Presented'' see ''Votes and Proceedings."]J

BILL-WHEAT MARKETING ACT
AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous sitting.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Attorney Gen-

eral in charge of the Bill.
Postponed Clause 5-Ratificatioa. of agree-

ment, First Schedule:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This clause

was postponed, and, having considered the
matter, I am prepared to agree to the amend-
ment suggested at the last sitting by the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: This clause is really
the Bill. Our friends on the cross benches
have assured us ninny times during the discus-
sion of this m"ensure that the assoeia-
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tion whieli they represent in this Chain-
her has nothiag whatever to do with
the Wojralian bartners, Ltd, Yet thle
very moan. who takes up the cudgels ini
this morning's ne0WSpaper Oil behalf Of the
Westralin Farmiers, Ltd., is the general see-
retary of the F'armers' and Settlers' Associa-
tion. This gentleman tried to prove that uinder
this agreement Western Australia will pay
considerably less than is being paid in thea
Eastern States, on like quantities. But such
comparisons are quite inconclusive, and indeed
useless, unless one knows the conditions that
apply, and what work is being done for the
money. The gentleman I refer to stated that
tho total amount of money received by the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd., last year for wheat
handling was about £45,000. The actual
amount paid up to the 30th June last was
£44,734 9s, 1d., but there is outstanding n
amount of £E1,000 odd. The actual amount to
be paid in respect of the handling of wheat
last year will be £46,127 (5s, 104. In the East-
emn States, however, the agents have to pro-
vide covering, whilst here the Westralian
Farmers were paid for labour only in moving
a small portion of the wheat crop no less than
£2,049 in addition to the other £46,000. Then
there were further amounts totalling £916 14s.
10d, paid in connection with that part of the
last harvest. The total amount paid thle WVes-
tralian Farmers, therefore, was £50,000; and
not £45,000 as stated in this morning's news-
paper by the gentleman to whom I have
alluded. Not only that, but owing to the
Scheme taking over the whole of the wheat to
the 31st December, 1917, and only one firm
dealing with this work, arrangements had been
made for the express purpose of handling the
wheat which was taken over by the Scheme,
and there was a sum of £13,831 16s. 56. addi-
tional paid by way of extras in the handling
of wheat taken over from the other agents.
Thus it will be seen that considerably over
£60,000 was paid last year to the Westralian
Farmers for the handling of wheat.

Mr. Maley: But not for the handling of
last year's harvest?

lRon. W. C. ANOWIN: NO; £50,000 was
paid for that. If hon. members will refer to
page 178 of the evidence taken by, the Royal
Commission, question 3864, they will find there
at comparative statement in regard to the
handing of the crop last year, with the year
before. That statement was prepared by Mr.
Keys, and it reads as follows:-

In the 1916-17 crop the charge for conm-
plete services providing for wheat shipping
was 3y'M. per busel. This was based on pay-
ments to sub-agents of 1MYd. per bushel,
leaving 2d. per bushel for payment of
agents' ownl services andkt responsi-
bility, if any. As the payments to
sub-agents for the two seasons were
defined, we can now compare them
and find that the average amount per bushel
paid to the acquiring agents for sub-agents'
services for the 1916-17 crop was 1.35d. per
hushel, and the amount paid for 1917.18

Swheat averages .866d. per bushel, showing a
7saving of .484d, per bushel, or practically

1/d. per bushel in favour of this year. For
the 10 16-17 season, however, the sfub-agent
did duties over and above these performed
this year. In view of the different work per-
formed by tho agents in the two different
years, it is a. very hard matter to make a
comparison. In 1916-17 the agents got 2d.
for all wheat shipped (that is, over and
above the 1%d. allowed for sub-agents, if
incurred). For this 26. they had to care-
take for 1-2 month;, provide stacking
grouinds, use of dunnage, curtains, iron, wire
aid timnber; also check railway accounts,
ship the uheat and incur re-bagging risks nip
to seven per cent., as well as take full re-
sponsibility for certain losses. This year the
sub-agents get %d. simply for issuing cer-
tificates and checking weights at depflts, and
under the system of checking by a running
hulk sample they cannot possibly incur any
liability for inferiority. Taking as our
starting point the %d. paid to agents this
year, and adding to that the estimated cost
of services which the Scheme has to perform,
which were previously performed by the-
agents as follows:-Amnount paid to agents
%d. per bushel, caretaking at dep~ts for 12
months, say, %Ad., shipping wheat, say %Ad.,
providing dunnage and roofing incurred this
season, say, %Ad., re-bagging previously done
by agents, say 3 per cent., equal to 'Ad.-
we find that the estimated cost for handling
the 1917-18 harvest is 1'Ad., ats compared
with the amount paid to agents for the 1916-
17 crop of 26., or a saving on the present
year of %/d. per bushel. There is, however,
to be considered the cost of handling wheat
in and out of dep~ts, also the cost of dep~ts.
The dep~ts were specially provided so as to
have fresh storage ground free from weevil,
and this extra cost that has been incurred
this year as against past years should be
considered in the nature of an insurance
against weevil damage over a long storage
p3eriod. The amount of double handling in
past years was about 50 per cent., and the
amount of double handling this year caused
solely byr this system of long storage is
about half the crop. The cost of all depot
work to date amounts to %d. per bushel.

I. have read that statement for the purpose of
showing that the conditions uinder Which
wheat was handled in connection with last
agreement were different from the conditions
under the 19 16-17 agreements. I want to show
flint it is impossible to make a comparison in
regard to the bulk price paid between one
year and another. The same thing applies in
regard to the other States. It has been found
there that the conditions are) entirely differ-
ent. Tn dealing with the question there we
find also that while Mr. Keys says there is a
possibility that they are paying one farthing

inore in Victoria than in Western Australia,
he points out also that the conditions
aire very different, because th ere they
have several agents working at the
one siding. and consequently it is ne-
cessary to have increased expenditure be-
cauise. Of the duplication of the wvork. It is
impossible, therefore, for any person outside
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the Scheme to try and lead] the farmuer to be-
lieve that more is being paid in the Eastern
States than in Western Australia. Unless the
work is done under almost similar conditions
and the responsibilities are the same, we can-
not make a comparison. If we turn to ques-
tion 4065 we find that Mr. Keys was asked
this question, and he gave the reply which is
stated-

We wanted to know what it would cost
the Scheme, that is to say, the farmers as a
whole, and we aiso wanted to know what
the difference was so far as the agents were
concerned.9-It is hard to work it out ex-
actly. The agents for the 1916-17 harvest
had to caretake for 12 months at one-eighth
of a penny.

It is difficult to find out the exact position.
if we take away the responsibility which the
Government are carrying, there is very little
difference between the cost paid this year and
the cost paid previously, for the full handling
and responsibility. It is true that the price, as
far as sub-agents are concerned, is less. They
are doing the work cheaper, but the sub-agents
are the people who at the present time are
hearing any burden there is to be borne. I
thought when a letter was published like that
which appeard. in the paper this morning, it
was just as well to explain that it was im-
possible to strike a comparison with regard
to tie. payments made in this State and the
payments in the Eastern States.

Mr. MALEY: I realise that it is possible,
by taking a portion of the evidence here and
a portion there, to make things appear in7 a
different light. I would draw the attention
of the Coimnittee to questions 3895 to 3897,'asked by Mr. Allen, of Mir. Keys, and Mr.
Keys'I answers-

What amoont per bushel do you estimate
for the reduction in charges this year, do-
duceting from what was paid to the agents
last year, 3d.,p what it is coating this yearI
-There is one halfpenny saving on the
country Esub-agents, and sevens-eighths of a
penny on the other portion of the work; a
total saving of flfAd. The charge for extra
service represents a precaution against
weevil. When I say.- we make a saving of
l-Nd. I do not wish you to assume that the
sub-agents made so much profit before, be-
cause they did not. From the Scheme
agents' point of view, the ease wears a dif-
ferent complexion.

Tf the agents did not make it, how was
it saved 9-In this way, that the Scheme is
working with only one agent, instead of
with five, whose expenses were much heav-_
ier.

The Scheme as a whole has saved that
amrount ?-Yes.

This shows that we can take ether extracts
from the evidence which will convey another
impression.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No amount of dissect-
ig of the evidence will put the matter in any
different light from that which was oexplined
by the member for North-East Fremnantle.
Even if the member fur Greenough goes
through the whole report he cannot justify that

which the writer of the letter in this morn-
ing 's paper seeks to establish. This letter
bears out the statements made from this side
of the House ever sice the Bill has been tin-
der discussion. The Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
have been on trial, and in defence of that
body the secretary o? the Fiariiers and Set-
tlers' Association wvades in this morning, and
that of course is evidence of what
we have been contending all along, that
the two bodies are one and the same.
I welcome the letter. If the secretary of the
Farmers and Settlers' Association cannot make
out a better case than he has done, it were
wiser that he had remained silent.

Mr. Maley: le has made out a pretty good
case.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Nousensel His first
paragraph is in defence of thle Westralian
Farmers, Ltd. The secretary of an association
which, we are-~told, has no connection with the
Westralian Parmners, Ltd., steps in to prove
that the Wes tralian Farmers, Ltd., are not
making undue profits. He says the figures
given are figures supplied by Mr. Keys. They
are no such thing. In any case, what is the
use of them unless we have detailed inform a-
tion of the work done in the several States.

Hon. J. Mitchell: The services are totally
different.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Of course they are. This
is a deliberate attempt to mislead the public
of this State. What other purpose could the
writer have in view in quoting the cast of
handling thie harvest in the various States,
a~nd endeavouring to show from that alone that
it is lowest in Western Australia; and to argue
that, therefore, the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
have made a saving to the Pool. The compari-
son is of no use unless we can compare like
with like.

The Minister for Works: Is it not a proof
of. the dan~ger of mixing politics with busi-
niessf

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have been reiterating
that until T am tired of it. What is the object
of the writer? Merely to mislead the public
into the belief that the Wistralian Farmers,
Ltd., have handled the harvest more cheaply
than has been done in the other States.

The Minister for 'Works: It shows that lie
does not know his business.

H-on. P. COLLIER: Either that or he be-
lieves the people are gullible enough to swallow
his statemients.

Mr. Hiekniott:. Why do they not work in
open competition?

Hlon. P. COLLIER: That is what we want
to know.

Mi-. Hiekinott: The Westralian Farmers are
quite prepared to work in open eompdttion.

Hon. P. COLLIER: So much are they so
prepared, that only a month or two ago they
circularised their local agents, instructingr them
not to handle the harvest unless the Govern-
ment gave a monopoly, to the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd.

Mr. Hiekmott: We shall soon see who gets
the handling of the wheat if there be open
competition.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: Was not the lion. niem-.
her at the conference of the Farmers and
Settlers' Asociation? Is hie not aware of the
resolution carried at that conferenee, demand-
ig that thle Government should give the work

to the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.? That is the
way they express a wish to have open comi-
petition. The hion. nmeniber should net neglect
the instructions hie received from that con-
ference, else he will land himself in trouble
before the next contercace comes around.

Mr. Jfickmott: I say, let them all conic.
I1on. P, COLLIER: B~ut the boa, member

takes fine care that they do not all come. If the
lion, member pursues those lines there will ho
a new candidate on behalf of the association
at the next clection in his district. We remenm-
bar the consternation created amongst the memi-
hers of the executive when the Government in-
vited quotations from all the other agents.
No fewer than 70 letters were sent out by the
executive of my friend's association, demand-
ing prompt action to have that decision upset.
'That is how niuch they want open competition.
However, I propose to move an amendment-

That in line 1 of paragraph (b) of Clause
6 of the agreement, "with'' he struck out
and ''or'' inserted in lieu.

Hon. J. Mitchell: We cannot amiend the
agreemnen t.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We have already
amended it, and we are going to amend it fur-
ther.

Point of Order.
Mr. Draper: On a paint of order. What is

the actual motion before thle Chair? At the
last sitting an amendmient was moved on Clause
5, and a vote was taken on thme question of
striking out part of the schedule, which, of
course, was irregular. That led to several
bhoors of discussion, and the whole clause was
postponed. I anticipated that some amend-
inenit would be moved onl that clause to-day.
I understand that the leader of the Oppo-
sition is moving an amendment to the agree-
ment. The only question before the Chair is
Clause 5.

Hon. P. Collier: I wish to move an amend-
vient that Clause .5 be agreed to, subject to
an amendment in Clause U of the agreement.

The Chairmen: As far as I can see, the
amendmivent is in order.

Mr. Draper: I merely wished to know where
we were. I1 lake it fronm your ruling that no
amendment has yet been made in paragraph
(d) Clause 11.

The Chairnan: That is correct.
Mr. Pilkington: I take hv that Clause 5 is

to be amended by adding certain words
providing for an alteration to Section 6, para-
graph (d) in the agreement, and that the
whole of the words of this amendment will
appear in Clause .5.

The Chairman: Yes.

Comniittee resumed.
Hon, P. COLLIER: At present the agree-

mnent made by the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
and their sub-agents for thle performance of

[651

any of the work required in the agreement
shall he subject to the approval of the Minis-
ter. The an b-agent, however, lets the work
again. I want that contract by the sub-agents
also to be subject to the aproval of the Min-
ister.

The Attorney General: WVill that give you
what you wantI

Hon. P. COLLIE R: '-o, not entirely. I do
not desire to altogether prevent sub-letting,
because in some eases it is desirable that this
should he allowed. The next best thing -1 can
do is to ensnre the approval of the Minister
being given in the case of the sub-agents, sa
that lie will have to accept thle responsibility.
If the Minister approves of a contract at
sweating rates, or if the sub-agent is getting
the middlenian 's profit without doing any of
the work, hie will have to be responsible to
Parlianient.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: In supporting. rho
amniHdmuent, I would1 read from questior 2626
of the report of the evidence before the Royal
Commission, the witness being Mr. ]3rewis,
manager of the Dumbleylng Varmers'1 Co-
operative Company. This witness said-

I have had suspicion that Mir. Sabine has
had bias, but I had no proof until tis par-
ticular instance earie under my notice. We
bad cleared up ill the stacks in the Duinble-
yung -yard with the exception of one which
was erected by the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,,
anid contained wheat for the 11116-37 season.
The lumipers uip to this point had been paid
at the rate of 10s. 6d. per 100 baagq, or
roughly 1%/d per bag. When it came to the
removal of the Westralian Farmer-s' stack
the lumpers came to me and asked me to in-
crease the rate.. I. asked them on what basis
they wanted the advance and they said,
''The stack has been standing longer than
any in the yard and it is likely there is
'veevil in the stack, and mnice are certainly
in it, and our opinion is that it will break
don worse than any of the other stacks.''
I thouighit there was justice in what they
said. I knew the breaking down of the stack
was to a large extent one of surmise, bat I
thought it was reasonable on their part to
suppose the stack would break down worse
than the others.

On the 17th May hie also wrote to the West-
ralian Farmers asking them to give another
farthing. The Scheme was paying 129, Gd. per
hundred bags plus 1.0 per cent, and they were
paying the men who were handling the wheat
only 10s, 6d. These words put very plainly the
niecessity for the amiendnt. The men who
have to do the work have to do it below its
proper vnaue.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think the
suggestion is a good one, The object of the
clause is to proide that, not only the agree-
inent made with the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
but the agreements that they themselves snake
with others, shall be subject to the approval
of the minister. r suggest that instead of al-
tering the word "'with'" the leader of the
Opposition should add after "sub-agents" the
words ''or made hy the sub-agents.'' I think
this will umake thu position stronger than that
suggested by the leader of the Opposition.
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H-on. P. COLLIER: I agree to that. I
move an amendment-

That the following words be added, "sub-
ject to the following amendment ini Section
6, paragraph (b) of the agreement'' after
the word ''sub-agents" in line 1 insert "or
made by the sub-agents."
Hon. .1. MITCRELL: The case put for-

ward by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle is a glaring one. Apparently the West-
ralian Farmers keep the 10 per 6nt. in Perth
and paying the 12s. 6d. to their district agent,
who in turn passes the work onl to somie-
one else at 10s. 6d. The people who lose the
money are those who grow the wheat, and
these are paying 33 per cent, for the super-
vision of thle job.

Hon. W. C. Augwin: The whole thing
works out at a profit of 33 per cent, to the
Westralian Parmners, Ltd.

Hon. 3. MiTCHELL: I' think the amount
paid for the work uinder the agreemeont for
receiving the wheat, sampling, wseighiffg, and
so on, is not too much, but if the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd., are allowed to dip into the Pool
and get 33 per cent. more than they pay for
the work that is done, in addition to other
things, it is a pretty good agreement for them.
I't will be imnpossible for the Minister to give
his consent to performance of work which will
often have to be dlone by contract, such as the
loading of a thousand bags at a siding here
and there, and the covering of stacks.

Hon. P. Collier: But hie can easily notify
the sub-agents beforehiand that he will not
approve of unreasonable contracts.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Evidentlyv 3 3 pe r
cent, is utterly ridiculous; but wa oulght to be
able to limit the commission which the agent
is to receive. If I were a meniher of a Gov-
ernment that had made the :areemecnt, and if
I had told tile people concerined that Lis was
the final agreement, I would stick to ;t.

lHon. P. Collier: The Minister tried that
at the last sitting, and we were up all night
in consequence.

Amendment put and passed.
Ron. W. C. ANG-WIN:. I now mov-e a fur-

tlher amendment-.
That the following be added to the clause

as nmended-"In Section 11, Subsection
1, paragraph (d), the words 'cheockinig
sample, verifying depot tally notes three-
eighths' are omitted, and 'one-fourth'1 in-
serted; also a new paragraph, to stand as
(f), 'For actual checking of sample and
verifying of depot tally notes at J1cpots,
one-eighth pennly per bushel.'"

My object is that definite prices shall be- fixed
for definite services, as I explained at consid-
erable length at the last sitting. in the pn4

the Government have done all the checking and
weighing and the acquiring agent has mnerely
received payment from the Government. Thus
the farmers paid twice for the same work, to
the extent of £.6,000 last year. This year, if
the samei Conditiens apply, the farmers will
have to pay £10,000 unnecessarily. If the
Westralian. Farmers Ltd. provide the men
to do the work tinder Government inspection,
there will be no necessity for the Government
to have a full staff for that worki. If I were
controlling the Scheme, I should tell the

Wcstralian Farmers, "i~f that ~a. is put down
there, you will have to find men to do the
work; you will have 13 in there, and the
Government will have two men there.''

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amnended, agreed to.

P1.ostponed Clause 1.0-Wheat not to be
gristed unless wvithi previous authority of Min-
ister:

The ATTORNEY GENERA: At the last
sitting the member for Murchison pointed out
that this clause. prevented the farmer fronm
gristing wheat in a little mill, and so forth,
and I undertook to draft an amendment which
will meet that objection, an objection which,
in pon of fact, is never raised in practice.

I now mnove an amendment-
That the following be added to thle clause:

-'Povided that this section shall not ap-
ply to the gristing of wheat by farmers
and other persons onl small grinders of a
milling capacity not oeceding one bag of
wheat per hour.''
Honl. 3. MITCHELL: Under this clause a

farmier can have his wvheat gristed. Last year
permission was given and while the Scheme
paid 7d. to the millers they charged the farm-
ers is. Could anything be more monstrous?
The Attorney General Should givre an assur-
ance that the Government will not charge the
farmer more than they pay the miller.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I regret I
cannot give such an undertaking. If the bon.
mnemuber had raised this point before I should
have taken up the question. I am not the
Minister admninisterinig thle Act. I have to see
other people about these matters, and I cannot
agree to make any further alterations.

H-on. T1. ML~itchell: Then report progress.
The ATTORNEY GE NERAL: We have

had one all-night sitting onl this Bill, and I
have noted what every hon miembier has said,
I have answers for all the arguments that have
been raised, and 'I have endeavoured to com-
ply with the reasonable wishes of ton, mem-
bers. Now at the eleventh hour something
else is sprung upon me, and I propose to re-
sist it.

Mr. TROY: In my opinion this question of
charging is a question of administration. I
know that the millers charge farmers 8d.-
that has been my experience. If thme Wheat
Scheme is charging thle farmer Is. the matter
shiould -be given consideration by theo Minister
in charge of the Scheme. What we want is
that the actual cost only shall he charged.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Schedules, Title--agreed to.

[The Speaker resumned the Chair.)

Bill reported with amendments, and the re-
port adopted.

BILLS (5)-RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.

1, Postponemet of Debts Act Continua-
tion.

2, Roads Act Continuation.
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3, Sale of Liquor Regulation Act C
tion.

4, Licensing Act Amendment Act
uatiOn.

5, Church of England Diocesan Trin
Lands.

BILL-VERMIN.
Councils 'Message.

Message received tram the Le
Council notifying that it dlid not insl
amendments Nos. 4, 5, 8, 19, 32, and
it insisted on its amendments Was,
35, and that as regards Nos. 1 and7
posed the new amendments set or
schedule as alternatives to its own
meats Nos. 1 and 7 to which theL
Assembly had not agreed.

BILL-CONSTITUTION ACT FU
AMENDMENT.
Sec~ond Reading.

Order of the Day read for the re!
from the 11th December, of the debs
second reading.

Question (second reading) put an'
sion taken with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

AYES.

Mr. Angwin
Mr. Brown
Mr. Chess
M r. Collier
Mr. Davies
Mr. Foley
Mr. Hudson

M r. Jones
Mr. Lasmbert
Mr. Lutey
Mr. Mullany

. F airs"
Jr. Rocks'

Mr . us
M r. Tray
Mr. Under,
Mr. Walker
Mr. WIlcoc
Mr. O'Legb

NOES.

Idr. Angelo Mr. Mttche1

MAr. Broun Mr. Picker
Mr. Draper Mr. P11kin
Mr. Duff Mr. St-ibbs
Mr. Durack Mr. Teesds
Mr. George 'Ar. Veryav
M r. Crlffiths Mr. Willmc
Mr. Hiekmott Mr. 'Herdw
shIr. Lefroy
Mr. Maley

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. members
that on tbe vote the House has or
Bill to he read a second time. I
Should be done. But I cannot di
question carried, because it requires
lute majority of the House, namdly
to amend the Constitution Act.-
would he obviously stupid for me to
Bill to go into Committee when it
quire that absolute majority to carry
the third reading.

ontinua- LOAN DiSTIMATES, 1918-19.

Contin- In Committee of Supply.
Rlesumed from the 12th December' Mr.

itees and Stubbs in the Chair; the Colonial Treasurer
in charge of the Votes.

Vote-Departmental, £29,257;
lion. P. COLLIER (Boulder) '11.8]: It

is regrettable that Parliament should be called
upon to deal with the Loan Estimiates in the

gsaio last week of thd session. After all, it is
stnits merely repeating en axiom to say that financo

3,that is business and that government is finance.
3,ad Dealing with the loan expenditure for the year

rit Pro- is not less important than dealing with the
it in the revenue expenditure. When we have regard

amend- for the volume of business that is crowding in
~gislative on the members of another place, it will he

readily understood that those members will
have but Very little Opportunity for discussing
the financial position. Indeed, if members in

ETHER this House were to give adequate *considerntion
to the business now before US, it Would involve
our coming back after Christmas. It is a
somewhat weary House, anxious to get through

5nmption 'before Christmas, which is faced with the re-
'te on. the spouisibility of dealing with the Loan Esti-

mates. The Treasurer said that but far the
d a divi- ending of the war the Estimates would have
- shown how little we couild have got on with.
20 1 do not know what amount the Treasurer
18 would have brought down had not the war
- concluded but, judging by the expenditure for

2 the first financial quarter of the year, £175,000),
- if the expenditure for the remaining nine

months had been on a proportionate basis, the
Loan Estimates for the year would not have
exceeded £.700,000, or about one halt the
amount the Treasurer now asks far. It will
be agreed that the cessation of hostilities in-

n velves the Government in the expenditure of
a greater amount of loan money than would

wood otherwise have been the case. There will be
many problems of reconstruction facing the

k State during the next year, all of which in.
len volve additional expenditure. I can rend ily
(Teller.) understand that the Government felt it to be

their duty to provide for the expenditure of
a greater amount of loin money for the second
half of the year than they would have dene

11 had the war continued. After all, we must be
Ing careful net to get hack upon the road of loan
gton expenditure, which it has generally been con-

tended by members at the present Government
[a and] others have been responsible for the pre.

N sent financial position. I remember that, dur-
Ott ing the last year of the Labour Government's
Ide tenure, the present Colonial Secretary said on
(Teller.) one occasion when addressing a meeting in

Northam, that this State ought not to expend
will see in loan money more than £1,000,000 in a year.

dered the
think that
eclalre the

an abse-
26 votes,

[ think it
allow the
would re-
it through

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. P. COLLIR : I should guess that the
earlier estimate for the loan expenditure was
something in the region. of £700,000. Now the
Estimates provide for a total expenditure of
£1,375,000, as against £1,054,000 lst year, or
an increase for this financial year of £321,000,
which, having regard to the position of the
State, is a pretty substantial increase on that
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which was found to be sufficient last year. Of
this sum the Treasurer points out that £170,000
-the Estimates show £1.50,000-is to be re-
couped by the Commonwealth for soldier settle-
ment purposes.

H~on. J. Mitchell: It is loan all the same.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, for which we are

responsible. After all, it is not money that
the Treasurer will have to find. That leaves
the Treasurer having actually to provide for
£1, 220,000. Of that sum, allowing for the
£100,000 being taken in bonds for repurchased
estates, we have a sum left of £1,120,000, the
actual cash which has to be found f or the
year's loan expenditure. Of this sum £176,000
is expended for the first three months of the
year. That leaves the Treasurer, from the
end of September, a sum of £043,000 in actual
cash that he requires. Perhaps the Treasurer
could have given us the figures, but he did not
do so, of what his loan indebtedness has been
for the second quarter of the year which has
nearly expired. The Treasurer should be able
to state what his loan expenditure has been for
the first half-year, seeing that we are almost
at the conclusion of it. Taking the £943,000
mentioned by the Colonial Treasurer as being
required for the nine months of the year, I
would remind hon. members that he expressed
the opinion that he would have no difficulty in
finding the money, because of the £700,000 he
had already obtained from the Commonwealth,
and the £C250,000 he could obtain between now
and December.

Time Colonial Treasurer: That is to take inc
on until 1919.

lion. P. COLLIER: I amn net clear as to the
£700,000.

The~ Colonial Treasurer: I got £E96,000, but
I have not yet got the £600,000.

N~on. P'. COULfER: Whore does the Treas-
arer expect to get the £943,000 in actual cash
required for the year? The £250,000 the Treas-
uarer expects to get before the end of December
will be for the latter half of next year, andi
not for the present financial year. I think it
will be agreed that not one penny of loan money
should be expended at this period in our hist-
tory except oii absolutely essential work, -work
of a reproductive character. We are faced not
only for the remaining portion of the financial
year, hut for the next twelve mnonths with
problems just as great as, if not greater than,
those we were faced with dluring the war period.
We have our soldiers coming back within the
next 12 months, and there is an obligation cast
upon the State to provide for them openings
in the way of employment, so that they may be
absorbed back into the eonomnic and commer-
cial life of the community. I af prepared to
justify any increased expenditure of loan
funds on the ground that it would be almost
impossible to Provide Work except by the ex-
penditure. of loan funds. We have not got the
manu factories controlled by private persons, or
the industries in the State which would ab-
sorb these men as they return. Unfortunately,
the State is in the position of having to pro-
vide something in the nature. of puhic works
from loan funds in order to absorb our returned
soldiers. This renders it necessary for us to

see that the works are carefully considered,
and that they are of a reproductive nature.

Lcannot see, on looking down the itemns, that
those which have been selected for expenditure
are of the wisest character. We find that it is
proposed to expend this year oil railways and
tramways £2593,000 as igainss £194,000 last
year, or an increase in round figures of
£100,000. I have anl idlea that the increase is
due to seine extent to neglect in providing
mioney last year or in previous years. Much of
this money goes not onl new railways but on
existinmg railways, and on belated repairs, roll-
ing stock, anti other- things which are in no
sense0 reproducttve. 1"xpenditure of this kind
should be cut downi to the very bone, so that
there might be a greater amount left to be
devoted in other' directions, which Ronld give,
if not an immnediate, at least an early retnrn.
Th'Ie £100,000 increase on the rail ways and
tram waVys is, theref ore, aL considerable one.
Irarbours and rivers show an increased ex-
peutliture of £.17,0100. Although I recognise
thle necessity for making provision for the in-
creased trade which may comne to our shores
-the harbour and river expenditure is an
annual recurring oims, particularly in Frenmantle,
Where. work ins: he kept going continuously
in ordler to cope with the increased trade anad
thle deeper draft of vessels which comne to our
shores-it is the duty of the Government to
say whether, on the advice of their officers who
are in a position to judge, an increased amount
olf £17,000 for this item is justified or not.
OnL water supply and sewerage there is an in.
?ras e of £830,000. I do net know how this is
mnode up. These items should be kept down to
thle lowest penny. Except for the provision of
a water supply in agricultural districts, mainly
in the districts wvhere new railways have
opened them up, and where the expenditure is
necessary, a conisiderable suni, I think £38,000,
is to ho expended in the metropolitan area.

Ron. W. C, Augwin: If you saw our part
of the world you would know whether money
was required to be spent there or not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The lion. inember will
not get much of this spent ijf Fremantle, I ex-
pect.

The Minister for Works: Oh, will he not!l
Roa. P. COLLI7ER: I do not know if addi-

tional mouey is to he spent on bores in Pro-
ma-ntle. There should be no increases other
than tlose which ar-u absolutely necessary.

The Colonial Treasurer: 'Reproductive in-
creases.

Ron. P. COLLUflR: These are not reproduc-
tive increases in the true sense of the
word, because they will not briffga in any
additional revenue. The -rates will be the
same if there is a smaller suppff of water
as if there is an increased Supply. There
is an item of £60,000 for the development
of goliields, an increase of £50,000 over last
year. Whilst I welcome that increase, I shall
want to know-, when we get to the items, from
the Minister f or Mines, whether he has any
definitely conceived ideas of Policy, Or a
schemle for thle expenditure of the money. It
wumld be a, waste of public funds to provide
an additional £50,000 for expenditure in min-
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ig development, if there is no idea of a policy
behind it, if it is going to be a mere casual
handing out of £1,000 here and £2,000 there
to a friend or to some person whom one does
not like to refuse. I hope the Minister will
be able to show that he has been at work with
his officers in devising a schemne. Otherwise, it
will be utterly impossible advantageously to
expend practically £50,000 between now and
the end of June. As regards roads and bridges,
there is an increase to enable the farmer to
struggle against his adverse circumstances.

Hon,. . Mitchell. It is for the golddields
roads boards.

Rion. P. COLLIER: Precious little for the
golddields. There has been very little expendi-
ture in that direction on the goldfields for
years. Fortunately, having better natural
reads, the golddields do not need it. In the
goldifields towns, moreover, the residents supply
their own roads. As regards the £164,000 for
"Other Undertakings," the Treasurer bas ex-
plained that £E155,000 of that amount repre-
sents working capital f or the Wyndham freez-
ing works. The amiounts set down for expendi-
ture upon soldier settlement are only mislead-
ing to the public. No less a sum than £370,000
is Proposed to be expended on soldier settle-
ment, £220,000 being for advances to settlers,
and improvements generally, and purchase of
estates. From all I can gather I venture the
opinion that the Government have not the
organisation. in train which would enable them
to expend anything like the sum of £370,000
between. now and the end of June; for only
a very small amount has been expended tip to
date. The £150,000 from the Commonwealth
will 1)0 disbursed at the rate of £500 for each
settler.

The Colonial Treasurer: We have 311
settlers already.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Three hundred and
eleven settlers each entitled to £5009

The Colonial Treasurer: Yes.
.on. P. COLLIER- Have the Governlment

received any of the Commonwealth money up
to (late?

The Colonial Treasurer: 'Very little.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The Government may

see their way to place a sufficient number of
settlers upon the land between now and the
end of June to absorb that £150,000. I only
hope they are able to do it.

Hon. J1. Mitchell: The soldiers do not absorb
£500 each in the first year.

Hon. P. COLLIERt No. The Government
do net make provision for the whole amount in
one year. But even if the Government dlid, I
do not think they will be able to place on the
land a sufficient number of returned soldiers by
the end of June to entitle them to the £150,000.
I hope it will prove so. It will be -many years
before the 311 already settled will be entitled
to draw the full £500. The £5600 advanced to
each settler must be spread over a number of
years-IT do not know bow many. Then there
is £60.000 for improvements generally, and
advances, and purchase of estates. Here again,
if the settler will not be able this year to draw
the full £.500 which the Commonwealth are
advancing, how can the State Government be

calced upon to furnish the £60,000 extra whichi
they propose to add to the £500 from the Comn-
)foawealthI

The Colonial Treasurer: The department
asked me for £75,000, which they said they
could expend this year. I cut the amount down
to £60,000.

Hlon. P. COLLIER: One would think the
£E60,000 of State money in this connection
would not be required until the Federal Gov-
ermnent £500 per settler had been expended.
.No doubt, in connection. with the purchase of a
property the £e700 muight be required in one
year-say for the purchase of an improved
farm, But soldiers commencing farming for
themselves will not require the full amount for
sie years. At any rate, if we are going to
find ways of expending all these amounts of
money between now and the end of Junte-no,
estates, or very few estates, have been pur-
chased up to date-the Government will be
going in for repatriation wholesale, and also
for wholesale repurchase of estates if they are
going to repurchase to the extent of £160,000
between now and the end of June next. Whilst
it will be necessary to repurchase large estates
for soldier settlement, it seems to me that this.
going on the market by the Government with
£160,000 to be spent in one half-year must of
necessity create a boom in values, create in.
fintion of land values. And the Government
will have to pay correspondingly. The point
is one which will have to be very closely
watched, because we do not .wish to see returned
men placed upon repurchased estates burdened
with such high prices for their land as will be
a millstone round their necks for the remainder
of their lives. In this connection I have no
faith whatever in any Act of Parliament, it
seems to me that no Act of Parliament will
secure land for this purpose at fair or reason-
able prices. All the tribunals that have ever
sat to decide questions of land valnes, whether
by way of arbitration or ns courts, have in-
variably fixed prices at such a level as has bean
considered higher than the true value. For
that reason I regret that the Hiouse did not
insert in the Repatriation Bill a safeguard for
the returned soldier in that respert. Certainly,
if the Giovernment are going to buy estates at
£2 or £3 or £E4 per acre, we shall be faced with
a repetition of the present condition of things
relative to the Avon dale, Narra Tarra, and
other estates familiar to hen, members-estates
left on the hands of the Government. For
nearly ten years the Government have
been holding the Aveondale estate, purchased
at £.5 5s. per acre, have had it on
their hands sXhnnly because the cost of the
land was too high. 'Whilst with other mem-
bers I am preunred to see £E16 0.000 of State
money spent for the purpose of settling re-
turned soldiers on repurehased estates, I con-
sider myself justified in calling attenti~n to
the ciremetance that tile Government can
place a considerable number of soldiers -on
Crown lands without any of this expenditure.
In this connection I am sorry to observe that
the Loan Estimates do not provide for the
expvenditure. of one penny for the construction
of the Esperanee Railway. That is a railway
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which has been inquired into and investigated
more searchingly than any railway ever built
in this State-and the same remark applies
to the land which the railway will serve. The
result of all the various inquiries has been to
confirm the utility of the Esperance railway.
The Government, I observe with interest, are
able to find money and also rails to complete
the constretion of lines in other parts of the
State. I want to know what explanation the
Premier has to offer regarding the promise hie
made to the goldfields people in Kalgoorlie
when, in July of last year, he was there as-
sisting Mr. Scaddan in seeking re-election.
The report of the Esperance Lan'ds Royal
Commission came to hand right in the middle
of the election, a few days before polling day.

Mr. O'Loghlen± Mr, Seaddan lost.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes; the golddields peo-

ple are not to be bribed by the promise of the
construction of a railway. Notwithstanding
the Premier's undertaking that the matter
was to be regarded as finally decided, and his
declaration that he concurred in the Royal
Commission's recommendation to construct
the Esperance railway not only through the
agricultural districts but right through to
Norseman, and his premise that the Govern-
tnont would regard it as a duty to construct
the railway at the earliest possible oppor-
tunity, these Loan Estimates do not show an
item for that purpose. No doubt, the Premier
-did say at Kalgoorlie that the work could not
proceed rightaway, because then it was almost
impossible to secure rails. But, obviously, that
.difficuilty has bcen overcome, because the sched-
ule contains other railways which were to Vse
constructed during the last financial year, nud
some of which have been going ou during
the last financial year. Surely, in common
fairness, having regard to the Royal Commis-
sion 's recommendations and to the resolution
-of this House declaring that the Esperance
railway should be the next to be constructed,
an1d to the fact that the railway would serve
a stretch of agricultural unalienated land
some 30 or 10 miles square which has been re-
ported to be suitable for settlement, and on
which a large number of returned soldiers
,could be placed-

The Minister for Works: Placed down there,
,on that land?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes; on the Crown
lands there. That is the place where the larg-
,est area of agricultural lands in the hands
*of the Crown is, yet we finid on the loan
schedule that £1060,000 has been set down for
the purpose of acquiring estates for the set-
tloinieut of soldiers. No mention is made of
the Esperanee district. It is a positive obli-
gation on the part of the Government to give
effect to the vote of the House utd. to recog-
nise the decision of the Royal Commission, and
also to give effect to the promise made by
the Premier when endeavonring to secure the
election of a colleague 13 or 14 months ago.
I admit the difficulties of financing during
these times. I believe that the Commonwealth
Government have an obligation now and for
the next 12 months, to finance the States itur-

ing the period of re-construction and that ob-
ligation is equally as strong as their obliga-
tion Was to finance the States during the
period of the wvar.

The Colonial treasurer: 'More so.
Hon. P. COLLIER: And it would be a dis-

astrous thing for this country and for the other
States of the Commonwealth if, because the
war is now over, the Commonwealth were to
shut down on the borrowing of money. There
is an obligation on the part of the Common-
wealth Government to continue to raise the
muoney necessary to enable the States to ab-
sorb the large numbers of men who left our
sihores and who will be returning shortly. If
the Commonwealth Government do net icevog-
nise that duty, there will be serious times
ahead for the various State Governments. I1
hope strong representations will be niade to
the Commonwalth Government. They woald
be justified in going to the extent of raising
a compulsory loan, doing as they didi in con-
nection with the Inst loan which was so suic-
cessful. The problems which have to he faced
now are greater than they were before the
war ended. The Commonwealth would also be
justified in raising money at a reasonable
rate of interest, If the war had continued
for another 12 months, the Commonwealth
would have been obliged to raise another
80 millions to enable them. to cantr on,
and that 80 millions would have been abso-
lutely thrown away. Not one penny of it
would hare been used on reproductive work.
If we could afford to raise the necessary funds
while the war was in progress, if we could
afford to raise the necessary funds for another
year, which we would have had to do and which
we would have done, surely it is a thousand
times better proposition to raise this money
now that the war is over so that we may spend
it on reproductive works. Australia has the
resources; all we require is capital and popu-
lation. We read in this morning's paper that
we have in the last century only added to our
population to the extent of five million people.
This continent is capable of maintaining a
population squally as great as that of the
TUnited States of America, but if we only in-
crease it at the rate of five millions in every
century, it will take uas 2,000 years to reach
the total population of America. The future
of Australia demands population, and we mast
have it at a greater rate than we have had it
in the past. We cannot, however, get it with-
out the expenditure of capital. There is one
thing the war has taught us and I hope it will
be taken to heart by the powers that be, and
it is that for all future requirements of Aus-
tralia, the money we need can be raised within
our own shores. Surely the utter stupidity of
borrowring in London has come home to us.
Whenever we wanted a million or two in the
past, we rushed straight to London for it.
Now we know that we can borrow from our-
selves and whea we do that we keep the money
in Australia.

ffon. J.t Mitchell: You send half of it away
for material.

Hen, W. C. Angwin: But we keep the in-
terest here.
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Hon. P. COLLIER, And we know how
strong that makes the country. The strength
of Grcat Britain throughout the war was due
to the fact that she was the bondholder of
uearly every other country in the world. Let
us he our own bondholders. That can be done
by the Commonwealth Government with the
aid of the Commonwealth Bank. It will he a
good thing for the Commonwealth also to con-
sider the question of taking over the State
debts.

The Minister for Mines: At the time Fed-
eration. was being advocated that was used as
a great argument in favour of it.

lion. P. COLLIER: And like many other
proposals at that time, the glamour has worn
off it.

Tho Colonial Treasurer: I raised the ques-
tion 22 years ago.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is time the State
debts were taken over. If our requirements
are not met by the Commonwealth during the
next 12 mouths, so as to assist us to place our
returned men and generally to set the wheels
of industry going, Western Australia will be
in for a bad time, particularly because we- are
likely to lose another half a million at the end
of next year.

The Colonial Treasurer: I hope not.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Having regard to the

treatment we have received even in small mat-
ters from the Commonwealth authorities,' I
have -very little confidence that we shall be
met in anything like a generous manner at the
end of next year. When the question arises
1 onily hope that the Goverumehit will be able
to r-isc the -necessary money witont being ex-
travagant or without again indulging in over-
borrowing. 'We must never lose sight of the
fact that over-borrowing, whilst it brings years
of boom during the time the money is being
spent, is always followed by years of difficulty.
We should always spend our money wisely en
works of a reproductive character. I sincerely
trust that the Government 'will he able to fini
the necessary funds to carry them on to the
end of June and also to the end of the next
financial year.

Hon. S. MITCHELL, (Northam) f8.121: I
do not know why the Treasurer followed the
unusual course of bringing down the Lean
Estimates before the Lean Bill. However, the
Treasurer has assumed that the House would
be satisfied to have the information for Min-
isters in regard to the details of this proposed
expenditure. It is a good policy not to borrow
mtore than is required. This is what should
have been done in the past because we would
then not have depleted those resources required
for ordinary development. If wve had raisedl
loans locally while we were constructing rail.
ways in the State we should all the same have
had to send half the money out of the country
for material.

Hon. P. Collier: We need not do that now.
lion. J. MITCHELL! We still buy largely

from the old country.
IRon. P. Collier: A big expenditure has

been on the purchase of rails and fastenings
which can now be got in Australia.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 'Up to now we have
had to buy material in the old country, and
not only has Western Australia had to do this
but the whole of Australia as well. We require
cheap money in Australia and it is not only
necessary that it should be cheap but that it
should be plentiful if the country is to pro-
gross. When it comes to compulsory loans,
even the Treasurer will find them immensely
unpopular. And they fall almost exclusively-
on those 'who are enterprising and have money
to invest. What we want most is enterprise..
We have to find employment for a large nuin-
her of men. We have raised a tremendous lot
of money in Australia, but it has to be re-
mnembered that we have also earnt a tremen-
dons amount during the last four years. Wool
alone has been an imnense help to Australia,
I suppose that, prior to the war, we never sold
more than seven million pounds worth of
wheat in the Commonwealth in a year. Yet
now it can be said that we have sold 27 mil-
lion pounds worth within a year. Many things
have been done in these abnormal times which
would not have been possible in a aormal
period. When we look through thle 'Estimates
and find, as we do, the amounts spread over
such a vast ranlge of requirements, the total
floes nut seem so very large. Someone declared
that the Colonial Secretary had once laid down
as the limit of loan moneys to be spent in this
State in one year, one million pouands. As a
matter of fact that was the average for a lonig
time after Responsible Government.

Thle Colonial Treasurer: During the last 10
years the average has been brought up consid-
erably.

Hon. .T. MITCHELL: Even in the Trea-
surer's year of 1903-4 it was above the aver-
age by about £100,000. Since 1911 the anmount
has heen considerably increased. However, we-
have a great deal to show fur opr expenditure.
Some railways arc proposed in the Estimates.
I notice that the Esperance railway is still tin
the list, to please the heart of the member for
Kanowna. Rowever, I am not going to back
up the remarks of the leader of the Opposition
in respect of that railway. The siun of
£293,000 is set down for the building of new
lines and the improvement of existing lines.
This includes a considerable sum for the build-
ing of a line from Bolgart northwards. I do
not know for how many miles it is intended to
extend that line, but I hope it will open uip
seone good couintry, notwithstanding that the
country there belongs to the Midland 'Railway
Company. Of course we have the right to take
that land at aL valuation. I notice a small
amount for the M -erredin-Emu Hill line. - in
this connec-tion I am sorry thle Treasurer has
not placed on the Estimates an amounit stiffi-
cient to take that line to some jiit on the
existing system, and so don away -with the dleatl
end.

The CHAIRMAIN: We can 4eal with thle
details when we come to them.

Hon. J. MITCHELL. Yes. I am Sorry, too,
that there is not an amount of money pro-
vided for the surveying of new lines. ( think
we oulght to survey the lines that are jagi-dod.
It is necessary that those surveys should be
made some time before the actual edaistruze-
tion of the line.
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Hon. W. 0. Augwia: To fool people into
thinking that they are going to get the line!

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 'Money spout on the
survey of a limke is well spent.

The Minister for Works: Hundreds of
thousands of pounds. have been thrown away
in this country on wrong surveys.

Xiifo. 3. MITCHELL: We arc facing a
continuation of the harbour expenditure at
Buabury without knowing what is going to
happen there. If all that one hears be true, it
is likely that we are wasting niionc(y in goingr

,on with that scheme.
The Minister for Works: The harbour is all

right.
Hon. 3. MITCHELL: Even the proposal of

the Minister had to he modified, because of
the shifting sand. I should like to see the
harbour constructed in the estuary. The
'South-West certainly will justify a first-class
harbour at Buobury. .[f this country is to
prosper it must be by increased production
through increased populatioa, and if increased
population is to be brought in it ought to bo
-sent down to the South-West. Oa the subject
of the development of mining, it seems to me
that if we could find a good mine at the ex-
pense of £50,000, it would be money well spent;
but it is hard to know in which direction the
money should go to secure the best results. We
require to know from the Minister for Mines
what he proposes to do. Now is the time to go
in for mining development. It wquld be a piti-
ful thing indeed if we had to put men out of
the industry in order to provide positions for
the returned soldiers. Not only our own men,
but thousands of British soldiers will probably
be comning to Western Australia. I notice the
evergreen freezing works at~ Wyndham are
-still here, and I hope this latest amount will
,complete the expenditure.

The Colonial Treasurer: So do I.
Hon. J. MITCHELL:- I hope, too, that we

shall pretty soon start exporting, in order that
the works may pay somne portion of the in-
terest and sinking fund. We riqnire facilities
for exporting from the southern portion of
the State. We do not seem to be getting any
definite announcement about the construction
of these proposed works. We have an enior-
inous expenditure at Wyndhamn, and the Trea-
surer is hesitating about providing the noces-
-sary expenditure at Fremantle. We have some
eighlt million sheep in the State to-day. While
it is quite true that the percentage of export
from Australia is very low, yet New Zealand
before the war was able to export 25 per cent.
of the total number of sheep and lambs. If
the leader of the Opposition desires compul-
sory loans, let him appeal to thle Government
to give us facilities to convert our produde
into money.

Hon. P. Collier: Do not misunderstand me.I am not an advocate of compulsory loans in
the general sense.

Hon. 3. MITCHELL: I understand that.
You propose it only as a temporary expedient.
The suggestion first camne, not from the leader
of the Opposition, but from the Federal Goy-
erment. However, if we are to get money, it
must be by the sale of our products. We re-
quire freezing works at F'trantle. Having
regard to the evidence as to the number of

stock in the State, and to the fact that the
British people want the produce so b~adly, I
cannotA understand why the Government have
not gone onl with this work. The Treasurer has
oilUacl ii the Estimiates an amount of £25,000
for the purchase of sheep for farmers who have
11ot m'y. That is a step in the right direeticra.
Mufich can be d]one towards keeping the works
busy b y improving the quality of the stock.
We call hold in the South-West all the sheep
that we have in Western Australia to-day.
AWe can easily keep eight million sheep down
there. Seine0 day we shall have that number,
and when wye don the position of the colintry
will he very different from what it is to-day.
I notice amI itemn onl thle Estimates of £211,000
for a pine plantation somewhere north of Perth.
Ts it the intention of the Government to rn
n railway out to that areal I would point
out that it will take many years befoi-o the
timber hieonies marketable. The Preasurpr
will not get nmnch back front this expenditure
for A long time. Tliere is no chance of this
investment being made commercially sound
with the difficulties confrontiiig the Govern-
ment in the preparation of the land for plant-
ing. 'With wages as they are the outlay will
he considerable, and the Treasurer may have to
wait 30 years for a return. Thle plantation at
Hamel has been there for 15 years, and the
trees are not very big even now . Every mem-
her of the Committee should give this matter
of loan expenditure his earnest consideration.
We shonid do with, the money the best that
canl possibly be done. It is net enough to 51)

spend our money that it will bring back inter-
est and sinking fund. We want to spend our
monher in such a way that it w-ill be returning
benefits to the State ail the time. We want
to provide facilities to increase our enter-
prises, so that the energies of thle people may
he utilised for the development of the State.
We want work to beget work, and that is of
more importance than an uindertaking which
will produce interest and sinking fundl on the
loan. I agree writh a good deal of what has
been said by the leader of the Opposition in
regard to soldier settlement, The amount the
Treasurer asks for, £160,000, is not very much,
and will soon go. We have, T see, settled some-
thing like 300 people on the land in the last,
two or three years, We expect a large number
of men to caine hack during the next six months.
and the Treasurer is righit in looking ahead.
Instead of putting down £150,000, however, he

shul ave put down a very muich larg~er sum.
No doubt. -is the Conuinon wes Ath Government
are plodked to raise the money for this, he
feels that lie can pret money if he needs it
without loan sulthorisation. I am glad that
hie, linq strenethiened the funds of thle Aurricnl-
tural flank- If we do hapve a number of men
owit of emnlormient, s was the. ease in 1907.
the best meansq of employing them is to allow
neo'do who have land unim-roved to improve it.
This will mlean that our rnilwars, will bhe a bet-
ter n-nnqitinn. The Apvrirnitnrals Rannk e'n
provide the work of supervision, which will
also save a grood deal of money and trouble. T
have no fault to find with the amount on the
Estimates. Probably we shall make some alter-
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ations in Committee. It is a bad custom to
bring down the Loan Estim..ates ahead of the
],oan Bill. We should have the general dis-
cussion on the Bill and the detailed discussion
on the Estimates. I hope to hear from the
member for Kanowna that the Esperance rail-
way will open up the country for the settle-
niont of the thousands of loen who are comning
back. Western Australia has a fair oppor-
turnity of settling the soldiers who are desirous
of going onl the land in Australia. I under-
stand that 19 per cent, of the men, judging
from the return which has been received, are
desirous of going on the land. We have a mag-
nificent area of untouched Crown lands in this
State for tnis purpose. If members would
visit the south-west they would see how justi-
fied I amn in saying that there is probably no
better land in ainy portion of the Emnpire from
the point of view of climate, and other
opportunities for settlemnict. Then we
have the Midland Railway Company's tract
of land, which is so far untouched.
There is some two million acres there, and
half a million acres of wheat land included in
that. We should certainly call attention to
the lands that we have in the State. This
oughlt to be made known to the Federal au-
thorities. I should have liked to have seen the
Midland Railway added to our State system.
It does not matter whether the wheat is pro-
duced on Midland Railway lands or Crown
land, the advantage to Western Australia is
exactly the same. The directors of the Mid-
land Railway Company have treated this State
without much consideration, judging from the
reports of the addresses by the chairmen at
the annual meetings in London.

Hon. W. C. Ang-iin: It was your Govern-
ment they were talking about.

Hon. S. MITCHELL: We will take one.
third of the blame, and apportion two-thirds
to the Government of which the member for
North-East Fremantle was a member.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You must take All the
blame.

Hon. ,T. MITCHELL: I hope thc Govern-
ment will use every endeavour to settle the
Midland Railway lands as far ast possible.

Hons. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [8.37]: 1
desire to express my gratitude for the way in
which the leader of the Opposition has drawn
attention to the gross neglect on the part of
the Treasurer and the Government in omitting
to make any pro-vision whatsoever for the con-
tinuation and completion of the railway line
already commenced at Esperanice. Some bon,
members are of opinion that an injustice has
been done to th'eir particular districts, because
there is upon the records of the House a reso-
lution stating that in the order of precedence
as passed by Parliament the Esperanee railway
shall be constructed.

Mr. Harrison: We are not discussing that
at present.

Hon. T. WALKER: There is a motion
on the Notice Paper now to rescind that reso-
lution.

Mr. Harrison: I do not see it on the Esti-
mates.

Hall. T. WALKER: There ought to have
been sonme provisi on for this railway.

The Minister for Works: There is a sum of
£150.

Hion. T. WALKER: There ought to be pro-
vision for its continuance and completion. The
war is now over, and rails -will, I hope, be
speedily available.

The Minister for Works: so do I.
Haol. T. WALKER: The manufacture of

material from Newcastle will not be required
henceforth for war purposes, and I trust that
very soon we shall be able to get the material,
not only for the construction of this railway
hut for the construction of other lines which
will assist mining and agriculture. We have
had our period of destruction. Since 1914 we
have been destroying not only the beauties of
the world but its utilities. The Treasurer and
the leader of the Opposition have rightly said
that the work ahead is now of inflinitely greater
importance, and will make larger demands
upon our abilities, our energies and our wis-
domn than anything which has called upon those
qualities before. We have to provide for our
r-eturning comrades, our valiant defenders,
those of them who have been spared. These
will be coming back speedily. The provision
in the Estimates will not adequately meet the
requirements for those men. What I object
to is the provision on the Estimates for pur-
chasing land already alienated, and which
should be worked when we have at present
suchl an enormous tract of country in the Es-
perance. district calling for settlement and
waiting for it. The land is of a quality and
area which have no comparison in any other
area ia the State. There is no area with such
uniform~ity Of land-I do not say it is the
best possible land-so easily cultivable, so fit
for wheat growing, as in the Esperanice dis-
trict, as compared with any other portion of
the State that has been surveyed.

Mr. Maley: With a good reliable rainfall.
Hlon. T. WALKER: As reliable as in our

wheat belt. That being so, we have no reason
to decry it. I cannot understand hon. mem-
bers seeking to dlecry that portion of the
State, which is of such immense value to it as
n asset.

Mr. Maley: No one is.

[Mr. Foley took the Chir.]

Rion. T. WALKER: Why disparage itl We
know the arguments which have been used
against this portion Of the country are those
which were used against the Winimera in Vic-
toria and the mallce land of Sooth Australia.
The testimony is that the Esperanee land eoin-
pares more than favourably witt the. waliee
country of South Australia and Victoria. We
know also that the mallec lan-is of South Ais-
tralin have been practically the salvationl of
that State. In the circumstances I fail to un-
derstand the anathy of ths- lmsent Cavern-
nient. some long time ago the late Mr. Wil-
son announced to the public that the Labour
Government had deceived the people by pass-
ing the Bill for the construction of the Esper-
once railway without reveal~rng ti-e fact that
the Esperanto land was salt. The Royal Corn.
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mission appointed to inquire into that matter
declared, however, that the country had been

4tnaligned, that it was capable of settlement
aind suitable for wheat production, and that a
railway was an absolute necessity. Peace has
been declared, and there is not Ihe slightest
provision made upon these Estimates for the
continuation of that railway in accordance
with the present Premier's promise made at
Kalgoorlie. The construction of the railway
was illegally, wrongfully, and maliciously
stopped for political purposes.

The Minister for Works: No.
Ron, T. WALKED: Yes. The promise was

made that the wrong done should be undone,
that we should have the construction of the
line at the earliest possible moment. But faith
has again been broken with the people of that
district, who have been reduced almost to pen-
ury and have been subjected to all kinds of
privation-mnaey of them driven, broken-
hearted, from the soil. I trust that wve are
misled by these Estimates, that there3 will he
provision made for the completion of the Es-
perauce railway, the authorisetion of which
has been passed by Parliament, But the Gov-

eminment apparently prefer spending borrowed
money in buying land, already alienated, for
the settlement of soldiers, to spending it in
developing by a railway this great portion of
tho State.

Mr. Lutey: Where the soldiers would have
a chance of succeeding on the land.

Ron. T. WALKER: I am afraid the Gov-
ernment iil continue in their policy of inal-
igning and wronging the Esperance 'district.
But if hon. members hold tbe conviction that
princinle and truthfulness and pledges should
be adhered to, then they will endeavour to
hold the Governmrent to their promise of
building that railway, thereby affording the
returned soldier a .cbance of successful settle-
ment on the land of that important district of
the State.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [S.1I join
-will the last speaker in deploring the small
amount proposed by these Estimates for the
Margaret river-Busselton railway. If there
is any railway in this State which is Justified,
it is 'the Margaret river line, in order to give
the peonle who have been pioneering that por-
tiont of Western Australia for 60 or 70 years
an opportunity of getting their Produce to
market. A sum of £300 is provided for burn-
ing off timber that was cut down two years
-ago. I thank the Treasurer for his gener-
osity, though I feel the expenditure of the
money will be anticipated by hush fires. Un-
fortunately, the system of ourning off is not
in the best interests of the country, as unless
the work dlone is carefully watched, the money
is likely to be wasted. The Margaret riv er
railway has been approved by two Parlin-
-monte, though amy views differ from those of
the two Parliaments as regards the route.
However, the people beyond the end of that
railway line deserve railway comnmunication;
and I hope the line will be pushed through
at the earliest possible moment. There is the
quiestiont of the extension of the Busselton
jetty, for which no provision npnenrs on the
Estimates. For the proper handling of tim-

ber over that jetty, it is necessary that the
jetty bead should be widened so as to enable
at vessel to be loaded on either side.

The Minister for Works: The Commissioner
of Railways differs from you. on that point.

Mr. PICKERING- But I have the opinion
of the Minister for Works, on whose author-
ity I more readily rely.

Ron. P. Collier: After that, the Minister
for Works cannot refuse to go on with that
work.

Mr, PICKERING: If I get some considera-
tion i this direction, I shall be satisfied; and
if the Margaret river railway 'is properly sur-
veyed it will, when constructed, prove a source
of great prosperity for Buseelton and the sur-
rounding country, instead of the town
being a place of contumely, as indi-
cated by the Minister for Industries. I
shall not mlove to interfere with the
present rout of the Busselton-Margaret river
railway unless my constituents desire it. T
hope the MKinister will be able to make avail-
able a small sum for the establishment of a
drainage scheme ait Ludlow. That hals been
tinder consideration for some time, and the
residents are prepared to take it on. The
Minister for Mines in his, speeches is invariably
silent regarding, the oil industry. It has be-
comle the practice of members rather to ridicule
the idea of oil being obtained in Western Aus-
tralia. But T amt ready to believe that the
indications are not so dismal as hen. members
are prepared to accept. In view of the wonder-
ful devel ,opment in Ameriea consequent on the
discovery of the oil, the Government ought to
take sonme step towards promoting the industry
in Wbatern Australia. where the indications,
more particularly in the portion of the State
I represent, and also at Pingelly, end I believe
in the neighbourhood of Esperance, are favour-
able to the findling of petroleum, The money
required for boring purposes varies in amount
from £500 to £1J0,000; but even the latter
expenditure, if it resulted in a payable dis-
covery, would b)e n comparative trifle. The
greater portion of the country upon which the
indications of oil have been found is, T under-
stand, pastoral country. I listened with much
interest to the remarks of the leader of the
Opposition on the amounts which it is pro-
posed tn expend on the settlement of die-
charged soldiers, end I should like the Minis-
ter in replying to state what steps the Gov-
ernment have taken to secure wire and iron
reouired in the settlement of returned soldiers.

The Colonial Treasurer: There will be ainy
quantity of iron qynilable.

Mr. PICKER[rNG : T shall be glad to know
that iron is available at a reasonable price for
the erection of soldiers' dwellings. I hope also
that fencing wire will be available at reason-

aberrices. In conclusion, I wish the Minister
for Works to note that out of the sum on the
Estimates for roads and brirl.es he should wrire
my electorate a fair proportion. Tt has been
ain unfortunate district in the mattor of floods
iluriucr the past two years. and in the absence
of substantial assistance from the Oovernment
the brit-cves which have been destroyed cannot
be rebuilt.
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Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [9.58]: 1 am
rather disappointed to observe that no pro-
vision is made on the Loan Estimates for the
supply of another steamship for thre North-
West trade.

Mr. Lambert: State socialism!
Mr. ANGELO: That is one of the State

enterprises which I consider absolutely neces-
sary for the development of the North-West
of this State, and one of the State enterprises
which have warranted themselves and have be-
comec Payable. When, some years ago , the
Labour Government introduced the State Steam-
ship Service for the North-West, they pur-
chased two or three vessels for the trade. That
haed the result of driving off the coast several
regular boats running in that trade.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: They would have gone
in any case.

Mr. ANGELO: Probably. But it is now up
to the Government, who have continued the
policy of State sheainships, to provide a better
service than we hsave at present. We are now
supposed to have two steamships running on
the North-West coast, the ''fambra'' and the
''Kwinana''; but whenever the Country party
require the services of one of those boats to
carry nianure or anything of that kind, she
is taken off the coastal trade, even if
at tint very tinme she is most nseeded.
The development of the North-West is most
important for the future progress of the State.
flow, is it possible to develop that part of the
State without either railways or steamers?
The Government should immediately take
steps to see whether a new boat cannot be pro-
cured or they should place an order for the
laying down of the keel of one as soon as
possible. I know hon. members opposite are
in favour of what I say.

The Colonial Treasurer: You surely would
not buy a boat at the present prices.

Mr, ANGELO: Unless we do something
shortly, we will be in that position that we
will be progressing backwards; unless we can
get the commodities that are necessary and
uinless we can send our stock down to the
southern markets, we may as well close down.

Hon. P. Collier: We very nearly had the
money through for another boat.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We nearly had the
boat without the authority.

Mr. ANGELO: I only wish the present
Government would follow the good example
set by members opposite in that direction. I
agree that railways are necessary for the de-
velopment of the State, but so are steamers
for the development of the North-Western dis-
tricts. The difference, however, is that while
the railways are not paying, the steamers have
been paying handsomely.

Member: Look at the freights.
Mr. ANGELO: In spite of the high

freights, I do not think a single complaint has
come from the North-West about the freights
charged by the steamship service. We have
only to experience one bad season up there,
and if we cannot get our stock down to the
markot, there will be a tremendous loss. I
urge the Government on behalf of the develop-
menit of the State in the North-West to give
this matter serious consideration and see

whether it is not Possible to secure another
vessel for the North-West trade.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [9.5): 1 re-
gret that that provision has not been made on
the Loan Estimates for the goldfields which
should have been made. I notice under Watet
Supply and Sewerage a sum of £5,000 has.
been set down for boring on stock routes and
while that provision has been nmade, nothing
has been done for the goldfields areas where
stock is being raised.

Mr. Duff: Which district?
Mr. LAMBERT : My own district and

others as well. This Government went to the
country and said their policy was one of
''produce.'' We have millions of acres of
grating country in the auriferous belt of
Western Australia to-day which is capable of
cattle production, and this country is right
alongside the goldfields water main. We know
that the goldfields water supply is being run
at a loss and while the engineers are sitting
down and the pumpls of the water schemeni are
idle, the Government who said their policy was:
to "'produe,"~ are charging~ those people who.
requi-e water for their cattle 7s. Gd. per thou-
sand gallons. TI ask the Minister for Water
Supply, that seeing there is provision for
£5,000 for boring on stock routes in the
North-'West, to see also that - the cattle
raisers in the goldfields areas, most of
when, have only small herds of per-
haps a, hundred or two hundred head,
get sonme assistance. Those people have been
battling Against adverse conditions imposed
by tile Government. i~t is a shame to say
that this Government is in favour of increas-
ing production when there are millions of
aeres of reasonably good grazing lands which
cannot be turned to account because the Goy-
emment will not supply water at a reasonable
rate.

The Minister for Works: How much didf
you say they Paid?

Mi. LAMB3ERT: Tme 'Minister knows how
much they pay. It dloes not matter whether
they pay 7s' 6d. or s, The Minister knows it
is mere hypocrisy and humbug to say that the
Government favour production when they ex-
pect the small cattle raisers to pay 7s. 6d. per
thousand gallons for water. There is no re-
gard shown for the water scheme or for pro-
duction which can be assisted by the utilisa-
tion of the works which cost such a huge capji-
tal amount. The water scheme and the water
mains have only a limited life and it is for
the G-overnent to realise thnt fact and to do
the greatest good by utilising them to the
fullest extent and not b~y allowing thme mains
to rust and the pumps to remain idle. We
should1 supply water to those pastoralists who
are trying to raise small herds adjacent to
the water mains at a couple of shillings a
thousand gallons.

The Minister for Works: What about the
extra ''tanner'' and making it half-a-crown9

Mr. LAMBERT: T am not going to state
any arbitrary amount but I would like to have
the assurance of the Minister tbat he is pine-
paiecl to give the pastoralists in that part of
the State water at half-a-crown per thousand
gallons. Whenever I have hail the opportunity
I have pointed out to the Premier, who I be-
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lieve is sympathetic towards these people, thle
necessity for giving them water at a reason-
able rate. Naturally it is realised that the
goldfields water supply should be utilised to
the fullest extent. It is a crying shame' that
we have a big scheme on which a huge sum of
money has been spent, not being uatilised to the
extent that should be the case. I ask the Mna-
iter what he is prepared to do?

The Minister for Works: You trot those
pastoralists along and I will deal with them.

[Mr. Stuhbs resumed the Chair.I

Mr. LAMBiERT-. I do not think it calls
for my trotting any pastoralists along. The
Minister knows full well that this country
granted to him and his political associates the
guardianship of the State's affairs at the last
elections aud that they submitted a definite
pledge and that it was that they would en-
,courage production. I asked those associated
with the Minister for Works to support that
policy of production at every opportunity not
only by further expenditure of loan moneys,
but by using the resources possessed by the
State -it the present time. There is an amount
on thle Estimates of £3,000 in connection
with State hotels and tonrist resorts. I ob-
served in this morning's newspaper a report
by a constable on some reference I mnade to
the State hotel at Gwnlin a little time back.

The CHAIRMAN: Would it not be better
to deal with these matters when we come to
them? If we do not follow that course, the
debate will be interminable.

Mr. LAMBERT: I claim my right in speak-
ing generally on these Estimates to refer to
the State hotels or anything else that is con-tained in them. I was about to refer to the
State hotels and tourist resorts in connection
with which there is a sum of £3,000 on the
Estimates. It appears to me that unless these
hotels are conducted on different lines, it nay
be necessary to lease them, that is unless they
Perform the functions it was originally in-
tended they should do. It is right for the
Rouse to demand that we should secure from
them reasonable interest and sinking fund
upon the capital expended. In this morning's
newspaper a Constable Pilkington-I do not
know whether my friend the meniber for Pet
knows him or not-stated that the tendlon
of the State hotels at Owalia on the oecasion
referred to by me was no worse than it was
on ordinary pay days, Possibly I will tiave
'a opportunity of dealing in greater detail
with the conduct of that hotel at a later
(Iateo.

The Colonial Treusurer: What has this to
do with the general discusson? You night
be in order in diaeussiroc this on the items.

The CHAIRMAN- Yes: the hon. member is
scarcely in order in dealing with the items
on the general dse'isiion

Mr. LAMBERT: My criticism of the Owalia
hotel can be replied to by the M1inister.

The CHAIR1MAN: We aire not disft1-ssinq
the awalin hotel. The Treae,,rer introduced
the Estimates, and the rule is thait when he
hais finished, a auecral discus9sion is taken uo
by hon. members. A number of memb3rs

hanve spoken without referring to the par-
ticular items. When we come to the items
the hon. member will be able to discuss any
item in which he is interested. Just now it is
only general principles that vwe are dealing
with.

Mr. LAMBERT: The leader of the Opposi-
tion discussed every item, and other members
have done the same. However, T will not refer
to this item again at this juncture. In con-
nection with the increased amount for min-
ing development, I hope sonic definite policy
will be formulated and that the Minister for
Mines will call in the best possible advice in
order that the money may be spent to the
greatest advantage, and that we may have a
continuous policy with a definite idea in sight.
I have here a letter from the secretary of the
Esperance Railway League. The Premier last
year in Kalgoorlie made a definite promise
to the people of the district that this railway
should be constructed at the earliest possible
moment. I hope, for the sake of the settlers
there, the Premier will fulfil that promise, so
that when the boys who went to the war from
that district come back they will find employ-
ment.

Hon. R. H. raderwoodI (H1onorary Minis-
ter): Suppose they had not gone to the war,
would the railway have been justi-fledf

Mr. LAMBERT: T am not posing as an au-
thority either on railway construction or on
the possibilities of the district. It was good
enough for the Bead dan Government to enter
upon the construction of the line, and good
enoughl for the 'Wilson Government to stop
that construction. and appoint a Royal Com-
mission to inquire into the question. That
Royatl Commission was unanimously in favour
of the eonstniietien. of the line. I am pleased
to seop that the Treasurer, with the Minister
for Mines, line Made some reasonable pre-
vision for mining development, and T hope
there will be a continuity of policy in res-
Peet of thet develoument.

Mr. THOMSON (Katannia) r9.241: I am
very much dissatisfied with the Loan Estimates-
in respect of -railways. On the 18th February,
3915. a Bill was nassed nuthorising the con-
Stntion of the Nyabinv-Pinirerup extension,
and in 1017 a 'Rill was passed for the Bolreart
efltension. I have no desire te detract from
tile ur-nmcv of the Bobvart extension. hut I
should likre to point orit that the settlers in the
eastern 'Katanninz districts are just as much
entitled to cnsideration as aire the settlers of
Ilolo-art. I thtink somethingr shoild be done in
connection with the Pin aerurp railway.

Mr. Horricon: Whet traffic would there bel
Mr. THOMSON: There was slifficient traffic

in 105h to wanrrant the n)assing, of the 'Pill, and
there is much more traffic now. Pr'onle were
sent out 110 miles4 from the e-istinz line on the
Promnise Of a railway, and they inw see other
lines hem"n onstructed before their own. They
l'nve the rimbht to ask why their railwqy has not
been constructed. I should be lkincr in my
duity Ps their renresentetive if T dlid not ask
why thunqt ralilwray is not brinq rnnstut-terl.
The late Minicter for Woles (W~on. W. C.
.Anvgwin) ass~rel me. and I know he wasf sin-
cere, that the line was to be constructed in-
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mediately. How are the people down there to
carry on without the railway, especially seeing
that they are eaten out by rabbits? The Mini-
ister will say that the rails ordered have not
come to hand. Yet those settlers have the
inortification of seeing other railways being
constructed. The sum of £22,450 is set aside
for the flolgart extension. I know the Lake
Grace railway and the Wagin-Bowelling lines
have been completed.

The Minister for Works: How long has that
line been going?

Mr. THOMSON: A little over four years.
Of course I understand it was stress of cir-
cumstances that prevented the late Minister
for 'Works from carrying out his promise. I
hope the present Minister will be ahle to give
me a satisfactory reply which I 'nay commnunh-
cate to the disa-ppointed settlers in the district.
Dealing with the amount here set down for the
repurchase of estates, I feel somewhat dubious.
I think we should consider the advisability of
expending that amount on the opening up of
our virgin lands. The land proposed to be
purchased is a taxable asset, and we can com-
pel the holders of that land to pay an in-
creased revenue to the State.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.30]:, The presentation of the Loan
Estimates shows tho necessity for the develop-
ment of the State. We have heard that large
sums of money have been expended from loan
which would he a. burden upon thle State.
Western Australia is very scattered so far as
its population is concernedl, andi any Treasurer
would have to find money for its development.
The propositions may not be payable right
away, but eventually the money which is spent
in development work will result in a return to
the Treasury. We have to be emrefal that no
money is expended out of loans that can be
postponed for a while. The member f~or Nor-
tham referred to the expenditure of approxi-
inataly £20,000 on forests. If the matter were
held over for 18 months or two years it might
he possible to get money at a cheaper rate
than six per cent., and a year or two will not
make much difference so far as the trees are
concerned. The same thing applies to other
works. I am pleased that the Treasurer has
seen fit to carry on the work in connection
with the Fremantle harbour. It is not so
much for Fremantle as for the State generally
that this should be done. I regret that funds
are not available for a new dredge at Pre-
mantle in order to deepen the Harbour to 40
feet instead of 36 feet. We were warned by
the 'Royal Commission appointed by the Brit-
ish Government that ships in the future would
require water to a depth of 40 feet in the har-
hours, and that they would use the Cape route
instead of the Canal route. Unless we can
accommodate vessels of that draft her" they
will go to other ports in the Commonwealth,
and will leave us in the cold.

Mr. Harrison: And that will mean tranship-
nient.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: Yet. I am told
that Hobart alone can accommodate vessels of
that draft. Ships that would have come to
this port during the war have had to go

to Tasmania for the purpose of coaling. It is
necessary that we should provide for the new
class of vessel, which in all probability will be
produced very shortly. So many vessels have
been lost during the war that it is very likely
the new type of vessel will conic in earlier than
was anticipated by the British Royal Commis-
sion. With regard to water supplies touched
upon by the lender of the Opposition, I had an
instance only yesterday of a man who had beea
coaling all night on hoard a ship, who when he
returned home at 7.30 in the morning was un-
able to get any water with which to wash. I
amn pleased that the Minister is waking pro-
vision to get over this diffl~ulty.

The Minister for Works: Is that the "'Pal-
myra' i?

Hon. W. C. ANGW IN: Yes. I see there is
an amount on the Estimates for advances for
agricultural development. We have to be very
wary in regard to these advances on works in
connection witl, which it is proposed to give
Government assistance, We have heard a good
deal of con demnation of State trading con-
cerns. We have been told of the losses which
have been incurred in those concerns. Some
of them have brought about losses, but others
have proved profitable undertakings. At the
same time, we hear nothing about the losses
which have been incurred through advances
made to private individuals from loan moneys%
in order to start some particular enterprise. I
do net think there is inure than one case in
which a penniy of the money advanced was re-
turned to the G3overnment, or in which even
the interest was paid on the money loaned.
There is in the air the question of establishing
freezing and canning wvorks at Fremntle. I
regret that the Giovernment have not taken the
responsibility on their own shoulders. T do not
believe in handing such things over to the meat
trust, nor in using State money to assist pri-
vate individuals who will eventually take con-
trol at the expense of the great masiority. If
the work is started through any advance made
by the Government, then I would point out that
the very best and most convenient site in West-
emr Australia is being offered for the carrying
on of these works. In future if they repay
the loan the Government will probably find
that the undertaking is beinig worked to the
detriment of the settlers of the State.

The Colonial Treasurer: I do not think that.
Lion. W. 0. ANGWIN: Once this site is

taken over by this concern there is every possi-
bility of its getting into the hands of the
Ame~rican meat ring . Armour and company
are working to this end to-day.

The Colonial Tresurer: We know that.
Hon. W. C. ANOTWIN: They are offering

£40.000 if private people will put no another
£60,000. Are the Glovernment satisfied, after
the renorts they have Peen in America and
after the warning which hiss been given by
the 'British Governmnent, as to the necessity
for keepine rontrnl of the mneat trade for the
benefit of the British people, that every care
has been exercised to see that the Ameprirain
trust dloes not Pet into Western Aust-rnlbaf One
of the primairy reasons why the State Gov-
ernment started the Wyndham freezing works
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was to combat the meat trust. It was their
intention to comec down the coast by degrees,
and was intended to establish such works at
the smaller ports in order to accommodate the
pastoralists around those areas, as well as to
erect free: ers at Fremnintle to provide for the
farmers inland. We sent an officer to the
Eastern States to make inquiries as to the
erention. of freezers. La all probability had we
remnained in offrice another 12 months the. works
would have been completed at Fremantle. If
we are not careful we shall be handing over to
the American mecat trust the best site in the
maini sliippinig port of the State, one of the
best possible sites for the economical working
or. an industry of this nature, from the point
of view of the farming community surrounding
the port. The pastoralists will look after them-
selves, but the small farmer cannot do so. I.
do not think tle pastoralists care at all whether
the State has control or a private company, so
long as the works are there. It is in the inter-
ests of the small settler thnt the State should
retain t1 e control. This is the first Government
since the Newton Moore Government which
ever suggested that works of this nature should
be controlled by a trust or company. If my
vote can stop it this site will never be handed
over to a private company. There is the g-rav-
est risk of its eventually being controlled en-
tirely by the American meat trust.

Mr. Maley: Which site do you nan?
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I mean that at

Arthur Head, Frenmantle. These people will
repay the money thus loaned by the Govern-
went for the purpose of squeezing it out of
the small settler as soon as he begins to send
his stock to them. There was a papler tabled
this session dealing with the jami factory.
Several thousands of pounds liave been loaned
to this undertaking by the Government, -and
money is still being loaned.

The Colonial Trensurer: We got £700 of it
hack.

H~on. W. C. ANTGWIN:. Advances ore still
being made. When the receiver was sent there
the doer was shut in his fare. Before he was
admitted. two days later, approximately £1,000
worth of material had been sent out of
the facetory by different piersons who
bad been res3ponsible for borrowing the
money. I was told that a great deal of
this wns black tin, which at the time was
realisable end people in the metropolitan area
were l'eec, to gret it. This shows the system
which is being aflopted. and is another instance
in whiph the Ptnte has loaned money to assist
industries. In my opinios this sort of thing
is a thnust'nd Vinies worse than a State trading
concern. bo-eal-se with State trading concerns
the pen~mln kinw what they are losing, but in a
case of this kind once the money is handed
over to the inrivate people the Stats doss not
knowv whant it will lose. I hope this cuestion
of advnnces will be dealt with by the Govern-
menit in Filc~h a way that the State will be
safer'uarde'l. I would not lend a penny in this
direction if I liatt my way. If it is in the in-
terests of the State that an industry should be
started it is better for the Goveriiment to take
the responsibility of it, than to leave it to

private individuals who pay high salaries and
who, if the advances are not continued, close
down the wrorks.

Mr. Troy: Will that not happen in the ease
of the freezinig works V

Ron. W. C. ANG WIN: I am afraid that
Armour and Company will buy out the Gov-
ernment. I say the Government should protect
the settler and the small farmer.

Mr. Maley: Do you not think the settler
will protect himself against Armour and Com-
pany?7

The Colonial Treasurer: No.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There is no possible

chance.
The Colonial Treasurer: Read the history

of this business and you will not be so certain
about it.

Rfon. W. C. ANOWIK4: There are one or
two items to whic~h I intended to refer later.
As soon as money gets cheaper, instead of
stopping borrowing, we shall have to borrow
mole, for that is the only way to develop the
State. In regard to that expenditure I hope
the Government of the day, whoever they may
be, will devote some considerable attention to
the encouragement of immigration.

ITlr. WILlICOCR (Geraldton) [9.47]: I do
not knlow that I shall have an opportunity of
discussing the improvement of the Geralcitonz
harbour in these Estimates, since there is no
amount set down for that purpose. But I
would ask the Government to make known
what is their policy in regard to that matter.

The MKinister for Works: The circumstances
are the same as they were upon the declaration
of our policy 12 months ago.

Mr. WILL COCK: I desire to know whether
even in the dimi and distant future there is
likely to be something done for the port of
Gernld~ton. Have the Government any inten-
tion in this matter, and when is improvement
likely to take place? Thme Ceraldton district
suffers in trade fronm the want of harbour im-
provemeants. Onl the Wheat Marketing Bill I
pointed out that we will have to send wheat
50 miles-Mlullewa to Fremantle-because dur-
ing the last three or four weeks vessels which,
had there been decent harbour accommodation
at Geraldton, could have been leaded there,
went to Fremantle.

The 'Minister for Works: What were those
shipa drawing!

Mr. WILLOOK: There were some ships
of 4,000 or 5.000 tons, and the average depth
of a vessel of that tonnage is about 20 or 21
feet.

The Minister for Works: You have plenty
of water at Geraldton.

lkr. WILLOOCK: But that is one of the
reasons why those vessels were not allowed to
go to Geraldton-that the harbour was not
supposed to be good enough for them. Boats
which in the past it was considered safe to
send to Geraldton, are nowi not permitted to
visit that port. In the matter of wool ap-
praisement, the Fedeoral Government desire to
have all the wool appraised at Fremantle on
the ground that that is the one port of the
State from which wool can be exported with
convenience. Because no harbour work is be-
ing done at Geraldton, the repuitation of the
port is going down.
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The Minister for Works: Is not the lack
of vessels calling at Geraldton due to shortage
of shipping?

Mr. WILLOOCK: No, not altogether. As
regards wool appraising, the only excuse given
for taking it away from Geraldtou is that Get-
aldtoa is not a favourable shipping port. The
policy of the Government should be to develop
the out ports of the State. If we want West-
ern Ausrtalia to be a one-town State, let us
continue spending money around Fremantle
and Perth. But if there is to be development
in half a dozen different portions of the State
the out ports must receive fair treatment, so
that export facilities may be available close
at band to the people of the various districts.
Development work should be carried on, not
only in one portion of the State, but in every
portion of the State. Geraldton is an estab-
lished port which has done a certain amount of
trade for the past 40 years; and it has been
the policy of successive Governments of West-
ern Australia so to develop that port as to
enable it to handle the trade which rightly be-
longs to it. But owing to the want of im-
provements at CGeraldton the port is losing
trade that is its rightful due. Unless some-
thing is done, the position will become even
worse than it is now-. Five or six years ego
Goraldton was the second shipping port of
Western Australia; but now Geraldtoa has
only one little steamer per fortnight. To some
extent that dearth of shipping may be due to
the shortage of vessels; hut, still, the wool
appraisemntt business proves my contention.

The Colonial Treasurer: The reason given
us was that if Geraldton was given wool ap-
praisement it would have to be given to a lot
of little out ports in the Eastern States.

Mr. WILLCOOK: There is a difference be-
tween allowing a port to retain a trade it has
always had and giving to some little centre
what it demands in the way of establishment
of an industry it never possessed. There is
some money set down for water supply to
towns, and I shall defer my remarks oii the
subject of the Geraldton water supply until
that item is reached.

Mr. DUFF (Claremont) (9.55]: 1 wish to
mention the great satisfaction of the mining
community at the Treasurer's placing upon
the Loan Estimates £50,000 extra for pros-
pecting and other mining development work.
No doubt, some fired policy on the part of the
Minister for Mines has been brought about;
because, I believe, there are any number of
ways of spending the £50,000. If it is spent
well,! our mines are going to benefit. The
Minister should take into consideration at
once the removal of the embargoes at present
existing in connection with abandoned leases
which in days gone by were pledged by small

Owners as security for an advance of a hun-
dred or two. Men come along now anxious
to take uip those abandoned leases, and it is
unfair that they should be asked to lift the
burden of the embargo before being allowed
to touch those mines. With regard to water
supply, many questions arise affecting the min-
ing industry; and the Minister for Works
might get in touch with the Minister for
Mines on that subject.

The Minister for Works: We are in touch.
Mir. DUJFF: The Minister for Mines had it

well drilled into him, during that little trip
of his five or six weeks ago to the goldfields,
that there are mines which are struggling and
which should. be helped in connection with
water supply. The matter should be looked
upon as a national effort to encourage the
mining industry. The Bulincli mine is now
struggling along on 24s. or 25s. dirt, and&
paying large sums for water. If there is
any chance of keeping that mire going by
granting it a cheaper water supply, that
should be done in the interests of the State
I stall have a word or two to say when the
items come along.

Mr. TRLOY (Mft. Magnet) [9.57]: I do not
propose to speak at great length on these Esti-
mnates, because they have already been very
fully discussed, However, I also desire to
express my pleasure at the amnount provided
for mining development, wvhich amou nt has
been so largely increased. I do hope that when
the Estimates are again presented next year
it will be found that the greater part of the
Vote has been expended, because I under-
stand it is there for that purpose. I do not
suggest for a moment that the Minister will
spend the money merely for the sake of spend-
ing it. In my opinion he is, if anything, over-
cautious.

Hon. P. Collier: It all depends. There has
not been too much caution in some directions.
There has been favouritsm in some direc-
tions.

Mr. TROY: I shall come to that. When re-
ferring to the Minister's over-cautiousness, I
speak from personal experience in regard to
proposals in my own constituency. StiUl,
there is time for him. to act yet
and I am exercising that patience
which is due to him and due from me. The
leader of the Opposition has stated that there
has been occasional favonritismn in regard to
the expenditure of this Vote. Whilst I shall
not bring that charge against the present
Minister, let me say that such a policy would
be disastrous to himself in this House, as well
as injustice to the country. I have more
than a suspicion that a previous Minister for
-Mines, in the person of Mr. Gregory, was very
prone to that policy. In fact, there is little
doubt about it. Anyone perusing the Esti-
mates submitted during Mr. Gregory's tenure
of the Mines portfolio, will find that 75 per
cent, of the funds appropriated to mining de-
velopment was spent in the Minister's clee-
torate-a policy undoubtedly unfair and un-
just, and also discreditable for any Minister
to pursue. I do not suggest that our present
Minister for Mines would he responsible for
such a policy; but if he was it would le-nq to
very strong criticism in this 1oise and to a
considerable amount of unpleasantness. I
noticed a pnrngranh worthy of attention in
this afternoon's "Daily News,'' a paper
which is not to be altogether relind upon,
which is perhaps notoriously unreliable, but
wvhich to-dlay presents its readers with a ref er-
ence worthy of note, namely that the British
Government are giving considerable, attention
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to the stimulation of the gold mining industry.
I know that this matter has been given con-
siderable thought ever since the beginning of
the -war, and if the British Government do
decide on the purchase of the whole of the
gold production of the British Empire, I hope
it will have the effect of giving a decided
impetus to tire gold production of Western
Australia. The difficulty facing the mining
industry in this State just now is that most
of the prospectors are out of the country. All
the young men who were engaged in the in-
dustry went to the war and, in addition, the
costs of production have become excessive.
The industry therefore is very much hampered.
Though the war is over there is not an im-
mediate prospect of normal conditions return-
ing at ant early date. 'Until those conditions
come about no one can tell what will happen.
We may lay plans but until there is a settled
state of affairs obtaining in Europe, our posi-
tion will not be satisfactory. If there is a
possibility of the British Government securing
the gold production, we may be able to enter
upon such terms and conditions as will
give tire industry greater encouragement. I
hope it will be so, because if the industry is
encouraged, there will be a rent future for
the State. I would like to say a few
words regarding the inoney which hats
been provided f or laund settlement for
returned soldiers. 'There is a sur of
£150,000 provided for thle repurchase of
estates and £220,000 for advances to soldiers
generally. T notice already quite a stir
in the Pind market. A number of people
are offering their properties for sale to the
Government in the hope of getting what urn-
douabtedly will be more than a fair price for
them.

Thn. Premier: That has been going on for
the past four years.

Air. TROY: I was not aware of it. That
is evidence of the unsatisfactory state of that
particular industry. If people are doing well
there is no disposition to sell, but if they are
'tot doing well and they are burdened with debt
and are in difficulties, there is every desire to
.got out, and I know a number of people are
putting before the Government propositions
out of which they themselves are not mraking
A living. iTf tire Governument are paying mere
than what is a fair price for those properties
from which the present holders cannot make a.
living, a returned soldier who may be without
experience cannot be expected to Operate theml
successfully.

The Colonial Treasurer: It hardly follows.
IE~e may go in for intense culture.

Mr. TROY: That could only apply to locali-
ties Close to the metropolitan area sines in-
tense culture ineans thre production of vege-
tables and products largely perishable.

The Colonial Treasurer: In South Australia,
a long wsiy from Adelaide, they produce all
kinds of things.

Mr. TROY: I do not think we will get many
soldiers who, having come back front an ad-
'venturous life, will settle down on thle land
andi be content to make a hare livelihood. I
hope the Government will not be influenced by
political agitations to induce them to pur-

chase sand patches around the City. T hat
can onl y end in failure and discontent. That
was the experience in connection with one
piece of land which wais repurechased rind on
which returned soldiers were placed. That
piece of land was stated in this House
to be a sound proposition. If I were
to be guided by th e experience of
settlers on repurechased estates and the success
they have made, I would urge the Government
not to repurchase -any more estates. Take the
settlers at Bowes and Narra Terra; they are
not satisfied, and have not done much good.
In ninny cases they have had previous experi-
ence, while in other cases they invested a lot
of capital in their propositions. I am not alto-
gether in favour of repurchasing estates unless
they call he bought back at a miioderate figure.
I anr inclined to think that before an ineirperi-
enced man learns all about a farm, buys ma-
chinery, and pays rent and interest, he will be
faced with a difficult proposition. I would
1ather see returned soldiers settled on pastoral
areas with a few thousand sheep. We know
that a man in such a case would be able to
get a return in the first year. Everyone knows
that the people who are doing best on the land
are those who are going in. for razing. The
pastoral land is chieap land; the agricultural
land is dear land. Any hion. member who has
had experience of grazing knows that with
.500 sheep a soldier or settler could get a re-
turn in. the first year.

Thle Colonial Treasurer: 'Unless he strikes
a droughrt.

M-r. TROY: Even then he gets a return.
The Colonial Treasurer: We bought a sta-

tion, paid £50,000 for it, and lost nearly every
head of sheep in the first year.

Mr. TROY: I am not going to be influenced
against my own knowledge by pessimistic
utterances ef that character. Ini MY opinion,
the pastoral lessees have not had a worse time
thtan the agriculturists. Besides, thre pas-
toralists recover quicker because they have
cheap land. In my opinion, agricultiural land
is too dear. The cheap land is the basis of
all success. If I cart get 30,000 acres at £.50
a year, and I catn run 3,000 sheep on that area
it is a safe proposition, anid is muehl better
than a c.p. lease, of 2,000 acres which will not
.rut 50 sheep in its natural state, and which
will cost in the same amoufrt of money. The
Ocap land is the basis of successful settle-
ment it' this country. If I bad 60,000 acres
of pastoral land to-morrow I could get back-
ing the next day from a firm like Elder, Smith
& Cu. for the purchase of sheep. Of course,
that would be if I were a man with a sound
reputation, but if I had five or six thou-
sand acres of agricultural land, I would
not be able to get any help. I am perfectly
satisfied, if we are going to give these
iren nil wve promised thrn-and it line
beent urged that nothing is too good for
then-if we areo going to give them a
decent chance we must give them cheap land
whrere they can get a return in the first year
of settlement. Considerable discussion has
arisen regarding the freezing wvorks at Fre-
mantle, and thle question has boen raised As to
who shall conduct those works. In my opinion
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the people who build the works are the people
who should own them, and if the Government
lend £40,000, which it is proposed to do, the
Government should have some say in the ad-
ministration of the conduct of the works. The
member 3br North-East 1Fremantle. has ex-
pressedl the opinion that the American meat
trust may get a grip of them. It is for the
Government to see that that does not happen.
I think the Government should control the
works if only they can get the proper man for
the purpose. I hope that if the Government
are to lend a large sum of money they will have
a say in the administration and will see that
the works are not operated for the benefit of
any particular section of the community. I
can support the remarks of the member for
Oeraldton in respect of the harbour works at
that port. The one thing that deprives Gerald-
tonl of the trade of the country behind it is the
want of harbour facilities, In these days, when
shipping is very scarc, it in too costly for
steamers to go to Geraldton for halt a cargo,
and the one thing that stands in the way of
developing that part of the country is the
want of adequate harbour facilities. Given
those facilities, all that is due to Oeraldton
will came. There is on the Estimates a sum
for the purchansing of sheep for farmers. I
support that whole-heartedly, because I know
that the farmer who proposes to make a living
out of wheat alone is doonedI to bankruptcy.
The only men doing any good to-day are those
who are groi~lg sheep as Well as wheat. I
amt surprised] that in this State, where a large
number of old settlers have been farming for
many years, and where those responsible for
land settlement must have had acme experience,
such peer' advice should have been given to the
later settlers. The policy has been to encourage
those men to grow wheat, whereas the policy
should have been to encourage them to stock
their land before growing wheat. This State
is hadly off for expert advice. In the Eastern
States-

Mr. 1-ickmnott: The samne thing happened
there in the early days.

Mr. TROY: Well, we shouldl have profited
by their experience. However, I have no recol-
lection of its happening in the Eastern States,
because where I wan reared the earlier settlers
ran stock before they grew crops or *ent in
for dairying. It was a wrong policy to en-
courage settlers to put all their work into the
growing of wheat, and I ain amazed that
there was not available sound advice for
the newer settlers. f understand that a large
number of the farmers in the eastern districts
have not even fenced their properties.

The Coloaialt Treasurer: Therefore they are
not ready for she ep.

The Premier: No sheep will be purchased
for any man unless his land is fenced anti
supplied with water.

Mr. TROY: I am merely contending that
the settlers have been advised on wrong lines.
Those who have been responsible far giving
that advic shbould have known better.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [10.20]: I wish
to sound a note of warning in regard to the
repurchasing of land for returned Soldiers. We

bave had bitter experience of the repurchasing
of laud at too high a figure. The Bowes estate
was purchased for £54,000, and by the time
it was subdivided and thrown open for see-
tion its cost had been added to by another
£E52,000, making the total value of the estate
£106,000, a price altogether too high to allow
of the settlers making a living. When we re-
nmember that the interest charges alone on land
selected at £1 per acre amount to uls, in the
pound, it is seen that Wisdom Wvill have to be
exercised in the repurchasing of estates. In the
Geraldton. district we have succeeded in float-
ing a local comkpany with a copital of £4,000
f or the manufacture of butter and bacon. But
a new situation has recently arisen, an enter-
prising private firm having established a very
large bacon factory at Midland Junction, which
will have a tremendous influence on all the
small co-operative companies in the eastern dis-
tricts. Possibly that iniflucee will. reach as
far as Oeraldton. An assurance has been given
to these small companies that the Government
will provide a subsidy for them. At this june-
ture some wvord from the Treasurer in regard
to these subsidies would be both interesting
and instructive to those off us who are andav-
ourin to promote the formation of those conm-
panies. I have in my electorate a little rail-
way project which is not represented on the
Estimates. I amt sorry the member for Wil-
lianms-Narrogin is not here to advocate the
cinimus of certain railways in his electorate
which do0 appear onl the Estimates.

lIon. P. Collier: Has your railway project
been authorised by Parliament?

M-r. MAILEY: No.
Hon., P. Collier: Then it cannot he discussed

en these Estimates.
Mr. M-TALEY: I am merely referring to it in

passing. I have listened to-night to the leader
of the Opposition and the member for Ran-
own. onl the question of the Esperance rail-
way. Those hon. members have demanded to
knew why that railway has not been proceeded
with. This attitude does not appear to be con-
sistent with their argument that the first policy
of the Government should be to force into use
the unused lands along the existing railway
system. The Esperance railway has been 4e-
layed for reasonsa entirely beyond tho control
of the Government. With both these hon.
members1 I hope that in the future it will be
the policy of the Governmnt to bring the
unused lands into use before committing the
country to a further extension of the railway
system for land settlement.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [10.281: 1 am pleased
to see on the Estimates an amnount for the set-
tlemnent of returned soldiers. I1 should like to
see anl attempt made to settle the returned sol-
dliers en our pastoral lands. From indar right
through to the Miirehisoa the land is well
watered and, with the assistance the soldiers
will have from the repatriation fund, it would
be scarcely possible for thenm to make a fail-
lire. I know of many miners who, during the
last six or seven years, have taken uip pas-
toral laud and are mlaking a success of it.
As pointed out by the member for Mt, Mag-
net, there is no trouble in getting assistance
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from the financial institutions for stocking
purposes on the part of those who are pre-
pared to take up pastoral leases. I think
that if the land was repurchased alongside
our railways, and cut up into small holdings,
not only would returned soldiers make a Bile.
cess, but it would mean a considerable dif-
ference to the revenue of our railways. Up
as far as Meeketherra the country is well
watered, and the holdings are practically all
big ones, I am pleased to see there is an
amount of £950,000 on the Loan Estimates for
the? purpose of assisting mining. I trust the
Minister will not ask the people who are en-
gnged in the development of this iadustiy to
justify tile expenditure which has been made
from the commercial point of view; if so, I
am satisfied that nothing will be done for the
mining industry. It is languishing for want
of assistance already. A matter of £9,000
was spent on the industry last year, and
there is a fair increase provided for this year.
I think this amount will be the means of
opening up other mining towns in the State.
With regard to the amount set (Iowa for
State batteries, of £10,000, I say this is a
small amount, but judiciously spent would
probably give crushing facilities for
some of the shows which are now in
sore aced of them. The Minister gave
us a promise in our district that a
State mill would be erected. The
miners have carried out their compact, and I
find that the Mines Department have made
every preparation for the erection of the
battery. All that we require is that the Min-
ister shall give his authority for the starting
of the work. I feel sure the miners will play
their part, and I believe the battery will be
the means of reviving the Cue and Day
Dawn fields. The Minister also promised as-
sistance to the owners of the Big Bell mine.
This is one of the biggest propositions in the
State. I believe that the £300 may possibly
prove sufficient to show that there is enough
water in the present basin from which sup-
plies are drawn. Any money which is lent
on this property will be repaid from a per-
centage of the gold that is won. This is a
proposition the State could well bank up.
There is no risk about it, and every ton of
ore that is treated pays. I think this mine
could manage a very big plant if sufficient
water was forthcoming. The greater de-
velopment of this mine would give a big
impetus to the induitry in the Cue district.
I trust that the money that has been pro-
mised will soon be forthcoming. I have had
letters from different people who have been
prospecting previously in the Maurchison,
saying that immediately a start is made with
the foundations of the mill they are prepared
to go back to the Murehison and develop
those shows which were previously opened up
by them.

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. 3.
Gpediner-Irwin-in reply) [10.16]: 1 thank
lion. members for the kindly manner in which
they have treated these Loan Estimates.
They supply an opportunity for members to
advocate the claims of their distripts, which
gives us a broader view of sonme of the sub-

jects intimately connected with these Loan
Estimates, Tile member for Northam said
it was a pity I did not bring in the Loan Bill
before the Lean Estimates. If the Commit-
tee did not pass some of the items en the
Loan Estimates it would not be worth while
bringing-forwntd the Loan Bill. If they did
pass them the Loan Bill would come on as
a matter of course, anad that is why I put
the Loan Bill afterwards. The hon. member
also said, '"Get money.'' It is all very well
to say that. Prudence says, "Do not buy
money.'' That is what we may be doing at
the present juncture if we are not careful. I
have bought money before to-day, and do
not want to put the State in that position.
The member for North-East Fremantle re-
ferred to two subjects, one being the jam
factory. I think there are sufficient assets
now left to pay the Government in full.
There is just a tendency, which he noticed,
to say ''Pay everyone else and leave the
Government alone; they will not press you;
they dare not do so, so long as we have the
influence of members of Parliament, who say
that if the Government do not keep this
going it will be a bad thing for the State."
In that instance it was a shocking piece of
commercial immorality. We will recaor the
money if we can, When the State does show
its inclination to help these industries it
ought not to bring such a. result as that. One
wold think that the directors would say,
''We are not only playing with our own
money, but with the money of the people of
tile State." So far as the question raised
by the member for Greenough is concerned,
uip to now we have not lent any money,
except to the Bunbury . butter factory,
to ny bacon or butter factory. 'We have to
recognise what the member for Pingelly said,
that if we are going to establish bacon fac-
tories we cannot doe so in every district. I have
made it clear that we are prepared to advance
pound for pound, but that they have to put
their money up first of all. They also have to
con vinee us that they have sufficient capital to
carry on with, and that they have the neces-
sary supplies. if they do not do this we would
have all these factories on our hands. It is the
overhead charges that have to he regulated.
They can only be regulated by the company
operating to the full the particular undertak-
ing. There has been a great deal of criticism
about the £160,000. It shows how difficult a
problem it is to deal with the settlement of
our soldiers. It is easy to say-, as the member

for Knoxvna has said, that he wauts us to
settle soldiers on the Esperance lands. If we
tell them to go there they would not go. We
have to a great extent to be g-nided. by the
desqire of the soldier himnself. It is idle to say
to the soider, ''You nimut take virgin coun-
try," because members would say, "flow
brutally you are treating the soldiers.'' I
took a great deal of interest in the soldiers
going to the Front, and I take a great interest
in them when they come back. I agree with
the leader of the Opposition on this point. I
lhave said to the Lands Department officer;,
"If you make any mistakes in buying now
you have no right to do so. If you do, the
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House will sit en you and someone will have
to answer for it."' I amt providing this money
because the H1ouse says we must have this
money, and as I see districts that are suitable,
I am providing the money. I told the Lands
Department officers that if they buy at an ad-
vanced or a high price there will be trouble,
Too many people want to -sell their land to
the soldier because they say they are patriotic.
I thank the leader of the Opposition for tak-
ing me into a higher realm of finance in re-
ferring to the general outlook of the financial
position. Ile said that if the Commonwealth
could afford to raise 80 millions, as they might
have had to do for another year or two for
war purposes, they could afford to take up
such a stand as would enable thorn to raise
money for purposes of produlcti veness. The
hon. member may not have known how close
he was to the resolutions of the Paris confer-
ence in that direction. The Paris conference
has said, "We will lend the money for the de-
velopment of those countries which have the
raw material." They will lend it to a cen-
tral boly-such as the Commonwealth would
be-'wvhich will re-lend it to the States, and
the States will then be in a position to get
the keenest men in every one of the parti-
cular branches that want development, and
leand the money, not always giving the best
security but occasionall1y taking a risk. They
argued that if we could afford to pay five
millions a day for devastation, we could
afford to pay five millions a day for some
months longer in order to reconstruct. The
Comnionwealthi expenditure now must go
down; consequently its taxation, too0,
must come down. They were contem-
plating that they weuld have to
raise 80 millionis, and the probability
is that they may have to raise 80
millions in addition. Knowing that the money
is in Australia, and knowing that there will
not be a proportion of that money going out
of Australia, which has gone out so far as
loans which have been raised are concerned,
we tlhink there ought to be no diffi-
culty in raising sufficient money in
Australia to develop Australia. I agree
with the leader of the Opposition
and disagree with the member for
Northam, I say,. "Tf you raise your loans,
what happens''? Say that we take up so
much loan money. We put the money back
into the bank again, and it goes into circula-
tion. We do net alter its trend worth talk-
ing about. The reason for Britain's financial
strength to-day is that Britain owns her own
national debt. Whatever she has to pay in
respect of her huge borrowings, she pays to
her own people, and it continues in circula-
tion among her own people.

Hon. P. Collier: Who owns our railways to-
day? The British bondholder; not we.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: For argu-
ment's sake, if the bonds representing the
capital expenditure on our railway system
had been floated here, the people of Western
Australia would own the' Western Austra-
lian railway system.- To-day the British
bondholder owns the entire system apart
f rom the sin king fuand. MY tank is now done.

Hon. P. Collier: We shall be pretty hot oi
some of your colleagues.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: As re
garde the items, my colleagues can get on th
grill, where hon. members will be able to ex
tract the fullest information from them.

General dehate concluded: votes end item
discussed as follow-

Vote-Departmental, £29,257-agreed to.
Vote-Railways an d Tramways, etc.

£E203,627:
Item-Rolling stock, Railways, £54,200.

lI-on. P. COLLIER: Last year this itea
stood at £386,269; this year the amount
£54,2OQ. Can the Minister give any ex
planation, in conneetiou with this large in
crease, as3 to the rolling stock to be built thi:
year? Is it pasecuger or goods rolling stock
and is it going to be built departmentally oi
by contract, or portion by each method?

Theo MINISTERlf FOR RAILWVAYS: Th4
hulk of the itent is for work alreay in hand
consisting of .12 corridor cars and two dininj
ears. It is also for miscellaneous improve
meats to existing stock. The additiona'
rolling stock is absolutely required to ncel
the demands on the rolling stock
Thn question as to building dIe
partmrentally oi by contract, I tak4
it refers to the new works and not to thos,
already let. So far as material is obtainable
the new work will be done at the workshops
If the mnateria is not obtainable, -we shah1
have to consider the advisableness of letting ii
out by contract. So far, no arrangement hai
been made.

I-an. P. COLLIER: If it were erir

the evening I should occupy thle attention ol
the Committee for a while in dealing with tsh
question of rolling stock. The officers of thf
Railway Department who are responsible foi
designing and constructing our rolling stool
seem to have learnt niothing and forgetter
nothing since the first railway carriage waw
built in this State. It would pay the Depart
meat to send an officer over to the Easterr
States, if nowhere else, just to learn the finu
provemeints which have been effectedl in tLE
system of building uip to date passenwer roll,
lug stock. Or our railway officers might use,
fully spend an hour or two on the Kalgeorlif
railway station inspecting the Trauseontinen,
tal corridor carriages. Hundreds of pounds 01
Western Australian public funds are absol.
utely wasted in the construction of our new;
cars. All the ornamental fiddling little fit
tings which mean much expense are continued
in our syst em of construction to-dlay, just likc
years age. whereas the latest designs in thE
Eastern States have abandoned all that fret.
work and friezework which is so expensive
and is only a harbour for dust and germs. In
the Transcontinental and Eastern States r-oll
ing stock one sees smooth boards, smooti
woodwork, both inside and out, which as
official can clean in about -five minutes, anc
clean thoroughly, too. On the other hand,
our compartments, being fitted with ornam en
tal work. like that over the Sneaker's chair,
which ornamental works nobody wants on a
railway carriage, are most difficult to Pcan
All the little defects which one noticed yeari
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ago in travelling up and down the goldfields
line are there to-day on our railway ears still.
It is indicative of the fact that the officers
controlling this branch Of railway work are
out of date and should be sent somewhere
else to learn that the world has moved during
the past 20 years.

Item, Surveys now lines, £:1,000.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: To what lines does

this refer?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is

merely a general item. There is nothing
special in view at the present time, but it is
desirable to have an item.

Hon. J. Mitchell: My only idea is that the
item is too small.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Plenty of
lines have been anthorised for survey, but it
lies not been considered wise to proceed with
the surveys, seeing that we have aco miles
of railway authorised which we are not likely
to be able to construct for some time. The
itent of £1,000 is placed on the ]Estimates
in order that for any Special surveys that
mnay come along we shall have money avail-
able. This State has lost hundreds of thous-
ands of pounds in the construction of its rail-
ways through inefficient surreys. From thme
same cause, the mnanagement of the railway
system is doomed for all time to beary exces-
sive charges for hauling.

Hon. S1. MITCHELL: I hope that on the
inext Loan Estimates there will be a larger
vote, in order that time railways needed may be
surveyed well ahead of construction. The
surveys cost very little, and it is very- neces-
sary that lines shouldI be surveyed well ahead

Item, Tramnways, Perth Electric, £26,757.
H-on. P. COLLIER: How much of this

item is to be expended for rolling stock for
our tram ways Y

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Ten
small tramears will be built, involving a cost
of £10,000.

Hon. P. Collier: This financial year?
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It de-

pends on the supply of material. We have
given orders for the mnaterial, but it may not
be available just at the time it is wanted.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Do you know the
design of the ears? Are they the open de-
Sign, Such As the smoking ears!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I am
not sure of tile design.

Hon. W. C. Angwin.- One cannot beat the
Frenmantle and Adelaide tyne. of cars.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
balaince of the expenditure is for the ektensin
of the carbara, in order to protect the cars
themselves.

Hon. J. Mitcell1: That is very necessary.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Under

present conditions, many cars have to he left
in the oven, which adds to the expense of up-
keep, end causes deterioration owing to ex-
posure to the weather.

Hon. F. COLLIER: I Suppose we shall have
to be satisfied with an additional 10 ears,
which number is certainly required three or
four times over.

The Minister for Railways: We have not
the housing available.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The housing is a small,
matter. No matter where the money is to
come from, the people of the metropolitan
district ought not to be asked to submit to the
disgraceful accommodation that is provided
for them at present in the trains. Some of
the railway officeials do not care twopence if
the people are crammed in a fashion which
would bring a prosecution from the Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, if
it were applied to cattle, pigs, or sheep. The
war is over now, and there will be any amount
of shipping space. If another year goes
by and the position is not improved, I
shall say that the authorities controlling
the tramway system have no conception of
their obligation to the travelling public. In-
deed, they do not seem to know and they do
not seem to care.

Hon. J1. Mitchell: The service is much in-
proyed.

1Hon. P. COLLIER: If the hen. member
travelled on the line on which I travel and
saw the way the public are treated at the busy
hours of the morning and evening, he would
not say that.

The M1inister fur Railways: That is largely
due to the shortage of rolling stock.

Ron. P. COLLIER: True; but the railway
authorities are willing to allow that condition
of things to obtain.

Hull. .1. Mitzlhell: The tramways now run
thou sands of miles more than ever they did
before.

H-on. P. COLLIER: I know that. It is five
years ag-o since the Railway Department took
over the trains. The travelling public have
been increasing all the time, and the system
tints extended, and naturally additional Mile-
age is being ran. We do not find that condi-
tion of things in Fremantle. The whole ser-
vice there is infinitely better than that of
Perth. If the tramway system controlled by a
board can give satisfactory services, why is it
we cannot do the samne with nil our superin-
tendents and Commissionersi With regard to
thle 10 ears which were built during the time
I was Minister for Railways-

The Minister for 'Wbrks: It is a pity you
did not make it 20.

lion. P. COLLTER: I had -no idea -what
those ears were like until they were placed
on the track. The man who was responsible
for designing them should never be allowed
to look upon any work in connection with
car construction Amain. Those ea are the
most disgraceful thing in the way of ears ever
seen. I should not be surprised, however, to
find that the 10 new ears fire of a similar
design. If they are, I will move that they be
taken to the Usfflaunde and burnt.

Mr. TROY: I also want to cxnress my die-
satisfiction with the tramway -service, Always
at a time when people qrc coming into town
in great numbers, we find that there is a
scarcity of cars, while alone the RHav-street
line it is a frerment occurrence to notice three
or four ears following ench other qnd nearly
all einntv. It of ten hapvens also that during
the busye periocls of the any one 11ee to wait
.10 minutes or longeer for a car. Tile system
seems to be running itself.
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Item, Electric Power Station, East Perth,
-08,700.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I notice that last
year a sum of £E53,000 was spent. These works
are not paying at the present time. There is no
necessity for extension, because the works can
supply the whole of the electricity that is re-
quired without the need for increasing the
capitol year after year. If we go on doing
this, it will be a long time bef ore they become
a paying proposition.

The MINISTER F OR RAIL WAYS:
The amount p)rovided is £33,700. 'Of
that sum £30,000 is mnade up of works
onl hand. It was found owing to
the war that the material required was not
obtainable and not ready for delivery, and it
will probably arrive dluring the coming year.
That will absorb £30,700. There is provision
for £3,000 for extensions for new business.
It is pointed out *that the undertaking will
show a profit at the end of the financial year.

Vote put and passed.
Votew-Harbours and Rivers, £03,O50-agreed

to.
Vote-Water and Sewerage, £93,970:
Item, Water supply for towns generally,

£20,000.
Mr. WILLOOCK: Will the Minister explain

what it is proposed to do in connection with
the Geraldton water supply? The vote is
£20,000, and, so far as the Geraldton works
are concerned, they will cost considerably more
thtan that in themselves.

The MINI1STER FOR WORKS: The
-scheme has been an unfortunate affair and
Oeraldton has suffered. The intention of the
,Government is to try to meet the matter fairly.
I hope I shall be able to carry out what I
have stated. The Engineer-in-Chief visited the
locality with 'Mr. Oldham a fortnight ago, and
I hope some time in January that I, too, will
be able to have a look at the place. I am quite
determined that even if it costs more than the
Estimate, there is not going to be the same
fiasco as before.

Hon. P. Collier: But you have the same
responsible officers.

Tihe MINISTER FOR WORKS: I hope to
'be able to authorise the work to be started.
We are spending between £5,000 and £7,000
by the end of next June, and we shall prob-
ably be able to place orders for some of the
material, but we will not require to get deliv-
ery until after June.

Mr. TRO: I would like an expression of
opinion freon the Minister in regard to the
water rates at Geraldten. Is it the intention
of the department to still insist on a rate when
a suiply is not provided 9

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Gerald-
ton people will have to continue to pay a rate
until the Fehleine comes along. The Minister
can then deal with the matter fairly and try
to mrake uip for some of the injustices the
people have had to suffer.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This is a matter upon
which the Engineering Department will decide,
and it hns to be borne in mind that the
engineers in the department to-day will be
,called upon to advise the Minister. They are

the same engineers who were responsible for
the attempt to establish the works a few years
ago.

The Minister for Works: That is not so.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It is so.
Item, Boriag for water on stock routes,

£5,000.
Mr. CHESSON: I should like to know

whether this is to open up stock routes from
the North-West to the Murchison. It is neces-
sary that money should be spent on those
routes.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This money
is required for improvements on the Mullewa-
'Minginew, Yinadong to Eel Creek, Gascoyine
River, and other works, as may be required.

Mr. TROY: I am glad that provision has
been made for this. T also hope that provision
will be made for sinking wells in localities
where new pastoral areas are being opened up.

Item, Metropolitan water supply, £C38,570.
Hon. P. COLLIER: There is a big increase

here. Will the Minister explain itV
The MINISTER FOR 'WORKS: We are

still following the policy of putting down large
mains. Pipes have been ordered from Messrs.
Monteath Bros. They are shifting plant from
Victoria to this State, because I wanted to get
all possible work done in Western Australia,
and I told them that unless they made the
pipes here I would put in a plant and have
the pipes made at the State Implement Works.
We are putting in bigger mains because it is
cheaper to do it that way than to put in a
small main and have to relay it again in a
few years. The last bore put down 'has been
unexpectedly successful, and consequently we
shall be well off for water for some years to
Come.

Itemn, Goldfields water supply, £1,200.
'Mr. HARRISON: There is a number of

guaranteed extensions. The amount involved
has to he repaid in ten years, and I understand
the department are now bringing the men con-
cerned in those extensions under an entirely
different scheme, providing for higher rates
than those originally fixed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I must
confess I do not know erectly what the £1,200
is for, but I have made a note of it. I can
assnre the hen, member that it will be pro-
perly dealt with.

Item, Water supply in agricultural districts
(including drainage and irrigation), £25,000.

Mr. HARRISON: The remarks I made on
the preceding item umight be applied to this
item as well, which covers these extensions in
agricultural districts. Some of the farmers
along the line have been very badly treated in
this respect.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The supply
of water to the agricultural extensions has
been all right, but the supply of money in re-
turn has been quite unsatisfactory. I suppose
we could sell up some of those people. Some
of them deserve to be sold up. Some of them
could well pay, but have no intention of pay-
ing. In regard to the guarnnteed services,
there have been one or two dropped in during
the last 12 months, and the question of how to
deal with theta is now under consideration.
Great sing-song has been made about the price
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we charge the farmers, but I bold the view that
if a man enters into an undertaking and, after
the money has been spent by the Government,
tries to get out of that undertaking, he is a
rogue.

Mr. HARRISON: I resent what the Minister
has said, I am speaking of farmers who have
paid, notwithstanding which they have been
brought under a different scheme altogether.
The farmers that paid are charged a higher
rate than was agreed upon. Is it fair, after
they have paid a pro rata rate for their exten-
sion, that the excess water should be charged
for at the same rate?

Mr. PICKERING: I notice there is an
amount here for drains in. the South-West. If
satisfactory arrangements can be fixed up
with the settlers, will an amount be set apart
for snagging the Abba and Sabina rivers as
part of the Ludlow drainage scheme?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The main
portion of this amount is dealing with drain-
age which is to be done at the Harvey, required
by the Lands Department in connection with
the repatriation scheme for returned soldiers.
Also, there is a sum for works at Brunswick,
required in the samne way. In respect to the
question referred to by the hon. member, it
will be considered.

Voe put and passed.
Vote--Development of goldflelds and mn-

eral resources, £60,000:
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am glad

to be able to announce that the promise I made
on the last Loan Estimates that the amount
provided this year would be increased, has been
fulfilled. Mining has been seriously retarded
during the war period, but we hope that now
the war is over there will be a revival of in-
terest in the industry. Every application -for
assistance which has come before me has been
sympathetically dealt with. Apart -from the
usual aveaues of assistance to be granted
under the Mines Development Act, I propose
first of all to consider the requirements of the
returned soldiers, and to assist them in the
way that has been done during the past year
in providing prospecting outfits, and further
to help themn in taking up abandoned pro-
perties.

Mr. Lambert: Are you going to remind the
Commonwealth Government of their obliga-
tionI

The MINISTER FOR MINES:- I have done
so, but up to the present they have not re-
deemed their obligation to make provision for
getting these men back into their avocation.
The next proposal, apart from the assistance to
soldiers, is in relation to boring. We have de-
cided to spend seine money in boring for cal
in the Irwin River district, and the work will
be proceeded with at once. Applications are
under consideration for assistance to Westonia,
Coolgartlie and Greenbushes. One has been
determined upon, and the others are the subject
of investigation. The question of whether any-
thing further is to be done will depend upon
the terms offered and the reports received. In
regard to assistance by previrlinq crushing
plants, it has been decided to establish a bat-
tery at Cue. The plant has been partly pur-

chased, and will be erected at an early date.
At Warriedar we propose to establish a plant,
but we have been handicapped by the fact that
the mines there are tied up under options. The
Coolgardie plant is under way, and the ex-
penditure has been authorised. In relation to
assistance to mining, the department does not
get all the plums; if there is a good proposi-
tion it is usually takea uip by somebody else.
However, I have under way the re-organisation.
of the department, so that special attention will
be devoted to this branch of the industry.

Mr.- PICKERING: I should like to know
whether anything is to be done in regard to
prospecting for oil?

The Minister for Mfines: It is not proposed
to expend any money in that direction during-
the present financial year.

Mr. HARRISON\: The Minister said that
certain boring was under eisaideration at West-
onin. If the money was spent in boring in
that formation the chances are that other
bodies of ore would be brought to light there.
I hope that if the Minister gets a favouirable-
report from his officers as to the boring, hie
will put men on who wilhandle the job pro-
perly.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This is the first time for
many year's that the department has launched
out in any considerable expenditure compared
with what has teen the ease in other years.
The amount is a miere nothing in comparison
with the items which are scattered all over the'
Estimates in connection with the agricultural
and other idustries. I hope the Minister will
exercise great care in the allocation of this
mnoney. If nothing results from the expendi-
ture there might be a cry for its reduction
next year or in future years.

The Minister for Mfines: It involves great re-
sponsibilities.

lIon. P. COLLIEFR: It proposes some ex-
penditure in Connection with returned soldiers
that will involve only a small amount. I under-
stand that the department are not going be-
yondl the provision of turn-outs.

The Minister for Mines: We might have to
go beyond that.

Ron. P. COLLIER: The Commonwealth'
will be finding the money. There will be a
comparatively small suma to find for the next
six months out of this expenditure of £E50,000,

The Minister for Mines: I hope it will be
considerable.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It will noc amount to
very much, There are not very mdany returned
soldiers who would go out prospecting, and the
amount will only run into a few thousand
pounds. With regard to the question of boring,.
that will net absorb very much, and the work
can be done at about 10:s. a foot.

Mr. Duff: From 10s. to 16is. a foot.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The boring that will be

done between now and the end of June will not
involve very much money. I warn the Msinister
against the indiscriminate granting of large
sunis of money of two or three thousand pounds
here and there, according to the pressure that
may be brought to bear to secure that money.
The mernber for Mount Macnect said he hoped'
that the Minister would not pursue the policy
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adopted by a former Minister for Mines. I,
too, hops there 'will be no political considera-
tion in the allocation of this money. The total
expenditure for last year ended June 30th, un.
der the Mines Development ,Act, was £6,745.
There are quite a numiber of nxames' here that
I do not know, but picking out those that I do
know, I find that £2,486 was expended in the
Minister's own locality, and this is'-about 35
per cent, of the total expenditure. I do not
argue that the money should be expended ae-
cording to the boundaries of the constituencies.

The Minister for Mines: It depends on the
applications that are made.

Hion. P. COLLIER: One district may have
claims three times more pressing than another
district, I have in mind the expenditure in the
ERavonsthorpe district about which I asked a
question last week, which involved a sumi of
£500 in connection with the Flag mine. I do
not know whether that expenditure eon be jus-
titled. I believe it is still going on,

The Minister for 'Mines- That is wrong. I
know your informant.

Hlon. P. COLLIER: I have no informant,
and have not received any communication from
the Philips River district. I saw by the return
that the advance was going on mouth by month,
but now that it has ceased, what will be the
result of the expenditure?

The Minister for Miines: It is a total of
£3,080.

,Hon. P. COLLIER: The money will never
be recovered because there is nothing f rom
which to recover it. I have viewed this item
with suspicion as to its justification. The
advance was not warranted in the first case,
and would not have been granted but for
political pressure of some kind. Hfaving been
started it was continneui month by month un-
til £E3,500 had been paid to a mine into which
one man had punt £ 10,000 a few years ago and
lost the lot. I hope the department will exor-
cise better judgment and wiser discretion in
the distribution of this £E50,000 than they did
in the case of the Flag nmine at Raveathorpe.
I hope the result of the expenditure of this
£50,000 will be productive of some good to) the
industry.

The MTNISTER FOR MINES: I agree
-ith the hon. member that there is necessity
for close scrutiny over the expenditure of this
money. I have already outlined the re-organ-
'isation of the department, so that the State
Aining Engineer and a member of the Geologi-
cal Department may devote their united efforts
to finding out the best methods of allocating
this money. The hon. member's fear that the
advances were still being made, has been re-

-moved, because no money has been hpent there
since last May. The money which was spent
there wns allocated on the advice of the State
'Mining Engineer and the manager of the
smelter. it was difficult to find proper fluxing
ore mn the Ravensthorpe area so as to bring
don the cost of smelting. My predecessor de-
cided it would be as well to venture upon the
'unwatering nd development of this. mineL with
the view of discoveriug a chute of ore which

was believed to exist, If we had been success-
ful the effect woeld have jicen to reduce the
cost of smelting and a general advantage to
the district would have followed. It was found
that the money originally allotted for this
purpose was not sufficient, and further money
was advanced for the purpose of completing
the work. The result has not been as satisfac-
tory as was expected, bet nevertheless it
has not been a failure. The ore that is now
being won is of the value of £4 to £5 a ton,
but it is not sufficiently available under the
present costs of treatment at the smelter. The
mine, however, has to be developed further
and, if the results are satisfactory, it will be
better for the whole district.

Hon. P. Collier: Has it turned out a failure!
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The expec-

tations have not been realised. We got ore
but it was not of sufficient value to takfe as
fluxing ore.

Mr. MUNSIE: With the leader of the' Op-
position I trust that the £50,000 will be wisely
spent. While I realise that there is a different
method being adopted in regard to the ad-
vances which are being made, I trust also that
too much red tape will not make its appear-
aece. The leader of the Opposition remarked
that if the expenditure of this money did
not show something definite, an outcry might
be raised for the cutting out or the reduction
of the Vote next year. That probably will
happen, but if we can be guided by exper-
ience in other industries, we cau safety say
that if the £50,000 fails to bring anything to
light, it will be an incentive to put on, the
Estimates next year £60,000. We shall thus
be merely doing what has been done in the
Pest in Connection with the agricultural in-
dustry. For every pound that has beenL Spept
by the Government on mining in West-
ern Australia, at least £100 has been
spent on the develop ment of agriculture.
The Minister has explained that a good deal
of this money is to be expended in assistance
to returned soldiers in prospecting parties.
'Not very much can be spent in that direction
before next Junte. If the State had incurred
the whole of the expenditure that has been
incurred by the State and the Federal Gov-
nrnment in the equin meet of prospecting par-
ties Of returned soldiers, the State would have
expended Only about one-sixth of this £50,00)0.

The M~nister for Mines: You do not object
to the expenditure?

Mr. TTNSTE: No, but there seems to be an
idea abroad that to encourage prospecting one
has to send the prospectors out into the most
remote country. T want the Minister to assist
people to develop some better known districts,
where fairly good gold has been previously dis-
covered.

The Minister for Mines: There is no doubt
of the wvisdom of that.

Mr. IWNSTE:- If the Minister receives re-
ques4ts for assistance for parties in known
area!, I hope lie will deal sympathetically with
th em.

Mr. FOLEY: When we hear members say
they believe in some set system of helping min-
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ig, it is proof that those members do not
understand the question. I am glad the amount
for thle development of mining hall been in-
creased, but I am sorry that it should have been
necessary. If we are going to spend loan
moneys onl the development of our mineral ye-
sources, we must get at least two men in the
Mines Department whom we have not there at
present. The "'an who can best show us bow
to develop mining is the mining chemist, We
have in the member for Coolgardic one with
some knowledge of mining chemistry.

Mr. Smith: Is not a little knowledge a dan-
gerous thing9

[Hon. C. Taylor took the Chair.]

Mr. FOLEY: Not if a man makes good use
of that little knowledge. In addition to a
chemist, wye require a general advisory officer,
if we are to make a success of mining. Some-
thing has been said of the development of the
Flag miic a~t 'Ravensthorpe. I do not know
munch about the position of that mine. A little
while ago the Laneefield mine was assisted by
the Govecrnment, with the result that the
mine is proving one of thle bright
spots of the industry in this State. Had
not the money been given when it was, Lance-
field would be a thing of the Past to-day. It
would not have mattered so much for Lance-
field itself, but if it turns out that the ores at
other centres call be treated in the same way
as the Lanelield ore, then that expenditure
of £4,000 by the State could not have resulted
more advantageously. If the same thing hap-
pens at thle Flag mine, Ravenshorp-

lion. P. Collier: But the Flag mine was a
very slinky Proposition from the commencement.

Mr. FOLEY: Mfen who had spent a great
deal Of money uPon mlining in this State held
very diverse opinions regarding the Lance-
held mine. If the Flag mnine, with all its
faults, comes to light again, we shall bless the
day for Western Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: The Flag mnine is shut down
again.

Mr. FOLEY: That may be only temporary.
Another matter I wish to refer to is the mode
of assisting returned soldiers who wish to go
out prospecting. Let mec say first that if an
application comes to me for mining develop-
meat assistance, I satisfy nmyself, even if only
from a casual view, that there is something in
the application before I place it before the
Minister. I consider that is the duty of every
mining member. Personally I have never sup-
ported an application for assistance to mining
since I have bee,, a member of this Chamber that
I would not honestly have put forward if some-
one else had been providing the money for my-
self. So far I1 have never had a miss in
regard to any show I have backed up.
I remember going to the Mines Den~rtrnent
with some money that the department had lent
partly on my recommendation. At the time
the assistance was granted the Minister for
Mines said it was a blue dluck. However, the
£300 lent Camne to light again. The members
of this Chamber can help any Government,
a,,d can help this State to a gront-r extent, if
they do not use their political influence to get

money from the Treasurer when there is no
genuine chance of its return. If a member re-
presents a mining constituency, be can go
down for himnself and inspect the mine in re-
spect of which he is requested to apply for as-
sistance. With regard to the returned soldier
miners, my opinion is that the sooner the State
gets complete control of the repatriation of
miners the better will it be.

Ron. P. Collier: Yes. Miners especially.
The people in the East know nothing about
miners.

The Minister for Mines: But there is Mr.
Garner on the hoard.

Mr. FOLEY: Some men in this State run-
ning the repatriation work for the Federal
Government know nothing of mining.

}Ion. P. Cullier: They have stopped Coin-
monwealth assistance to mining.

Mr. FOLEY: Yes. I ans coming to that.
There is a Mr. Black, known by all mining
men to be a clever and practical minler and a
good friend to Western Australian mining.
Any* member- here wvould place great reliance
on Mr. Bl1ack's opinion. The Federal Govern-
mntM allocate a, sum of £5,000 to helping pros-
pecting , and consider that they have done a
grand thing. But Western Australia on these
and other Estimates has provided much more
liberal assistance for the payment of turn-outs
for prospectors. Now the Federal £5,000 has
been cut out, and the Federal authorities say
thcy will give no nmore until seone genuine
scheme is put forward, or until something is
submitted that will be more payable than past
projects. Hero is a matter within my own
knowledge. Four mn have put in for susten-
ance money in order that they may go out
prospeetinq. Every one of those men I have
personal knowledge of, and I know that if
they went out to prospect either collectively
or on their own they could do as well in pros-
pecting as any other man. There is another
class of 'non who go to the repatriation
hoard, and get an amount sufficient to make
n their weekly allowance to two guineas, with
their pension. A man receiving 10s. a week
pension would receive 30s. per week from the
repatriation board. The four men to whom I
have alluded want a certain amount to pay
their t-,e- bill while they are out prospect-
ing. Bunt they cannot get that amount. The
repatriation board told them that the money
for prospecting is cut out. Yet the board go
on paying out of the coffers of the Common-
wealth 'Preusury sustenance money to make
lip 0l' 1,no of these men to two guineas
per week, and this apparently with no other
object than that of having the men walking
about the streets of Perth as they are doing
to-day. Those men say, "Just give us about
25s. a week to live on, and we can go out with
another man prospecting.'' That other man
has been assisted, not by the Federal Govern-
ment but by the State Mines Department, the
officers of which considered that he had a good
line. It the State takes hold of nrosneeting,
a larger amount will need to be placed on our
Estimates for the development of mining. But
we will make more use from it State point of
view of the £50,000- than the Commonwealth

Cnvr~n~ 'sadministration would ahieve
with £200,000. I believe every member of this
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Chamber and every mnember of a State Parlia-
ment throughout Australia who has the in-
terests of mining at heart, should consider this
question. It is absolutely a non-party ques-
tion. The hand of the Commnnowealth Govern-
meat should be forced to allow the States to
legislate and administer for their own dom-
estic responsibilities in this respect, and the
Commonwealth should give thenm the necessary
money to do it. In that way better reults will
be attained. By the placing of the £50,000
on these Estimates this State will be doing -a
great deal of work that the Commonwealth
should do, that the Commonwealth promised
these men would be done. If it is not done,
the word of the Commonwealth, given on be-
half of Australia to these men before they
went to the Front, will be broken. Let us
take this and every other opportunity of ham-
nmering away at the Commonwealth Govern-
mnent, and eventually we may be able to knock
some sense into the mn handling the matter,
and secure for mining in this State something
that we are not getting at present. Every
member should assist every other member to
keel) the hammer going until something is done.
I say that they are not separating the unem-
ployed from the unemployable ina the ease of
our returned soldiers, and this is the first thing
-to be done. It is the solution of the difficulty
throughout the repatriation of our soldiers.

Mr. LAM2BERT: I believe that every indmn-
ber representing a mining constituency feels
obliged to assist the Minister and the Mines
Department in the wise expendituro of this
increased vote. It is pleasing to learn that
the' Minister has decided upon a certain
scheme which carries a considerable am-
ount of merit. The only way to expend
money on auriferous areas to the best
adviantage is to first consult time geologi-
cal heads who are competent to advise, in
collaboration with officers in other branches of
mining knowledge and science. These officers
cam give the Minister some direction as to how
-this money should be expended. There wrill
have been many friendly suggestions put for-
ward by members that should be of consider-
able interest to the Minister, and of consid-
erable value to him. The obligatioa of the
Commonwealth Government in assisting mining
has been touched upon. I hope the Mfinister
realises that he has to take a firm stand in
dealing with that Government. They have
granted a paltry sum of money to assist re-
turned soldiers in this State.

The Minister for Mines: The particular task
with me will be in regard to base metals.

Mr. LAMBERT -If the task is as base as
the assistance the Federal Government are pre-
pared to give these men, whom they called
upon to fight in other lands, it does not say
very much for them. It is an obligation due
to the mining industry, that if it is possible to
assist the men back to the auriferous areas of
the State, the Conmnonwealth should tackle it.
I believe we have finer and more varied aurif-
erons areas in Western Australia than are to
be found in any other portion of the world.
Are we as a State, with the greatest auriferous
areas known, going to stand idly by and be
blind to the fact that the Commonwealth Goy-

erment will not realise their obligations to
settle these men, whom they were so anxious
to send to a distant land awray from their or-
dinary avocations. If the Commonwealth will
not provide the money the Minister will be
well advised to ignore them. He must show to
the people of Australia that as far as his vote
is concerned it is the vote of the State of
Western Australia.

The CHIAIRMAN: That question is not
under consideration. I only allowed the hon.
member to go on as he was giving en illustra-
tion. of what he meant.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is an illustration
of the policy of the Minister for Miines.
The MINiister referred to the £5,000 grant
by the Commonwealth Government, and
incidentally to the fact that they had
quite forgotten to give us any mnore
assistance in. this direction. The Government
should open up our auriferous areas. A good
deal of assistance can be rendered by trying
to direct the ordinary man out of his dungeon
of ignorance. This dungeon of ignorance has
been responsible for the present indebtedness
of the State in the agricultural and other in-
dustries. If scientific methods are adopted,
good results will follow, We admittedly have
a highly scientific staff in the geological office,
and they are prepared to assist to get the out-
side public to realise the commercial import-
ance of the industry, We have a department
which is chock full of information, hut this is
unknown to the outside world, and while that
position remains no good will result. If the
commercial world were made to realise the im-
portance and value of the minerals we possess,
those minerals would be made use of.

The CHAIRMAN: I think the hon. member
should have made thi, speech on. the Mines De-
partment Estimates. I have allowed him a
great deal of latitede.

Mr. LAMBERT: I only hope that the good
sense which has prompted the Minister for
Mines and the Government in mnaking possible
available a fair sum of money will 'result in
good to the State.

Mr. HICK MOTT: With reference to oil
which; has been located east of Pie gelly, has
this matter been brought under the notice of
the Minister? Experts have reported fav-
ourably on the find, and I believe that a
considerable sum has been offered to the
owner of the property. I am. told that the
crude oil found in the spring in question
burns in the lamp very well. It is important
that inquiries should be made.

Mr. S-MITHE: I wish to sonad a note of
-warning about the spending of this large
sum of money. In the past a great deal of
money has been wasted in seeking after
treasures that did net exist. Only to-day
an instance was brought uinder my notice of
quite a large sum of money advanced by the
G"overnment to prospect and develop the sup-
posed phosphatic rock deposits at Uingin.
The Government advainced £2,000.

The Attorney General: It was £E200, not
£2,000.

Mr. SMITH: T understood it was £2,000.
However, I am told the business is closed
down. I put this forward as an example of
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how money can be lost. I hope the money on
the Estimates will be spent more judiciously
then it has been in the past.

Vote put and passed.
Vote--Development of agriculture, £632,-

600:
Item, Abattoirs, cold storage, freezing,

chilling and canning works, Wyndham; re-
frigerating works, export depot, grain sheds
and sale yards (including land resumptions
and original equipment, furniture, etc.),
£135,000.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This is a very consid-
erable sumi of money. Is there included in
this item any expenditure in connection with
the proposed works at Fremantle?

The Premier: No.
Mr. THOMSON: I should like to kn~ow

what is proposed to be done in connection
with the stores at Albany. We have been
informed that by the expenditure of £30,000,
no fewer than 500 lambs per day could be
froxen. If that is true, I think the money
would be well spent.

The PREMIER: This item is to provide for
certain improvements fur cold stores at Al-
bany, but I am not in a position to informn
the hon. member exactly what the improve-
ments are. Certain additions have been made
for freezing accommodation at Albany, but I
do not know how much money is to be spent.

lIon. P. COLLIER: I should like to kn!ow
uinder what item in these Estimates provision
is being made for the Government assistatnce
to the proposed works at Fremantle.

Theo Attorney General: No itenm at all. It
will be provided under these fire insurance
moneys. It has not been advanced. The
discussion has not been finalisod.

lion. P. COLLIER: No matter fromn what
fund the money is to come, there should be a
vote on the Estimates. The Government
make provision here for considerable expen-
diture in anticipation of the finalisiuig of the
proposals. If because the assistance is to
come out of the insurance money, Ministers
take the view that it is not necessary to get
Parliamentary authority--

The Attorney General: That is not so.
There was previously ont the Estimates an
item of £30,000 for ship building, but we have
cut that out.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I want to know where
and when the House will have ain oppor-
tunity of voting the amount which it is pro-
posed to advance towards the erection of
works at Fremantle. Also I should like to
ask the Premier if hie can give us any ior-
mation as to the total amount expended to
date upon the Wyndham freezing works.

The Premier: That is a Works Department
matter.

Hon. P. COLLIER But this is under the
heading of "Development of Agriculture."
Of couirse I do niot care where I get the in-
formation from so long as I obtain it. The
item provides for the expenditure of £135,000,
which includes, according to the information
set out in the details, expenditure upon other
items as well as the Wyndham Freezing Works.
Consequentty, we do not know how much of

the £135,000 is to be expended oL the Wynd-
hamn Freezing Works.

Mr. Smith: On the next page there is shown
£155,000 for the Wyadhiam Freezing Works.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is for trading-
account. But what is the amount enittdate on the Wyndham Freezing Work, and
the amount that it is proposed to expend out
of this £135,0003

The Minister for Works: I have not got the
exact figures.

Hon _P, COLLIER: I am not asking the
Minister for Works. I am asking the Minister
in charge of the Estimates, the Premier.

The PREMIER- This vote is set down to the
Public Works Department, and the Public
Works Department do the work. The item in-
cludes the Wyndhanm Freezing Works, and cold
storage, chilling works, and abattoirs connected
with the freezing works. It also provides for
thle completion of buildings still in the hands
Of thle Agricultural Department. Then there
is the small a,1uounit for thle Midland Junction
saleyards. Further there is an amount for the
extension of eold storage at Albany. The whole,
of the work is to be performed by thle Public
Works Department.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL! The actual
amount in connection with the Freiaptle-
works has not Yet been ascertained, 'It is
not yet known whether the company will find
all the money themselves, or whether they will
require the Government to find some of the
money, or whether the Government may not
have to find the whole of the money. The
next fewv days will determine those financial
questions. At the moment, so far as I see, a
large sumi will be nder-n ritten. and the Gov-
erment will be asked to provide pound for
penad. However, the whole amount may be
subscribed by the public. -There is no idea
whatever of withholding from Parliament or
from the public any inform ation regarding the
freezing works. Only last week the scheme, as
it then -was, was published; and I hope within
the next two days to make public the scheme
with. the modifications to date, which I think
will be thle final modifications. It will then go
forward.

lion, P. COLLIER-. Of course I am not rug-
gustinig that there is any desire to wvithliold
information, and I realise that the proposition
is not sufficiently advanced to enable the Gov-
ernument to know how much, if anything, they
will he called upon to advance towards it. Bet
in the event of the Government having to ad-
vance a consaiderable, proportioa of the capital
required, say, if not more thanm one half is
subscribed by the general public, the prob-
abilities are that the House will not have an
opportunity of considering the conditions under
which the Government will make the advance.
That, I suppose, can hardly be avoided. For
my part, I am strongly opposed to Government
funds being advanced to private companies
whilst the whole of the management is handed
over to the private persons concerned. If the
Government advance funds, they should retain
a share in the management of the concern.

The Attorney General: We propose to do,
that in this case.
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Hon. J. Mitchell: We pay them the money,
,and we manage the works too.

Hion. P. COLLIE. In the circumstances, T
think the Government are entitled to a share
in the management.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Is. this case,
wve propose to take a nwrtnge, over the whole
of the assets, and there wvill be a Government
nominee on the hoard. The company could
borrow money from the bank just as wvell as
from the Government. If the company come
to the Government for assistance, the Govern-
mnent are entitled to have a say in the business
mnanagement too.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I asked the Minister
for Works -for some information about the
Wyndliam Freezing Works.

The Minister for Works: You asked tho
Premier, and you got your answer.

Hun. P, COLLIER: Before we are justified
'in voting an addition of £135,000 to the cost
of the works, we ought to know what has been
spent to date. The last figure was in the vicin-
ity of £400,000 or £500,000; and year after
year we are voting huge sums of mponey for
these works--probably we shall be up to a
iilion before long. Apparently the works will

-be over-capitalised to a considerate extent, and
there is hardly the prospect of their proving
-a profitable investment. If the original esti-
mate of 115O,000 was anywhere at all near the
mark, it is hard to understand where all the
additional hundreds of thousands of pounds
have gone during the post year or two. Per-
lhsps some Minister can tell the Committee how
much has been expended up to date.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member gave me a snub and f do not like
snubs. So far as the Wyndham Freezing
Works are concerned, Nevanas 's estimate in
connection with the building and machinery
was £169,193. At that time Dunkerley gave
-an estimate of £156,250. It wras discovered
by the Wilson Government, of which I was a
member, that their estimates were of no value.
In August, 2916, the Public Works Depart-
mient made up an estimate of the works of
£273,000. At that time the estimate for mach-
inery alone was £E118,661. Later on, desiring
if possible to get something that I edeld put
before the Government and Parliament as re-
liable, I procnred an estimate of £508,583; the
departmental charges amounting to £E36,000, or
a total of £E544,000. Before the works are
finished it is potable they will cost anything
from £600,000 to £650,000.

Hon. R. H. Uinderwood (H~onorary Minis-
ter): What did you say on the select commit-
teeI

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I cannot
remember now. There have been many ex-
penses which could not he anticipated. The
strike caused the wages to go up to the ex-
tent of £20,000. Therc has been a quantity
of necessary machinery which has been sunk
on three occasions. Each time it has cost
-considerably more money to buy the next
quantity of machinery that has been sunk. It
is expected that the works will be ready for
killing in May or June of next year. In my
,opinion, the undertaking is a white elephant.

The amount of money, so far as I can remem-
her, that has been spent up'-to the present is
in the neighbourhood of £480,000, or a little
over. A question was asked in regard to Al-
bary. There is a sum of £5,000 included in
this £125,000 for this purpose. It is not
known by the Public Works Department what
is contemplated by tbo Agricultural Bank, but
they are making inquiries in the matter. I
therefore put on this £5,000 so that I should
have a few feathers to fly With if necessary.

Item, Agricultural Immigration, £2,500.
Ron. P. COLLIER: What is the meaning

of this itemi
The PREMIER: This is chiefly in connec-

tion with nominated passages, It is put in to
enable us to give these assisted passages. Prob-
ably some of these people will come oat to
employment in the agricultural indestry.

Mr. SMITH: Is this system of agriculturald
immigration generally known? It seems a
ridiculously small amount. If it is not known
to more than a few, not many people will
claim the assistance.

The PREMIER: The amount allowed by
the Government is from £6 to £11 for passages,
but the cost is now very greatly in excess of
that. Consequen~tly, there is little being done
in this direction,

Vote put andI passed.
Vote-Roads and Bridges,-Public Buildings,

etc., £26,875-agreed to.
Vote-Other undertakings, £1,395,259:
Item, Brickyards, £1,280.
Mfr. TEESDALE: On what is this money

being spent?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In order to

keep the works going, and to minimise the
losses which have occurred it is necessary to
provide accommodation for the men who work
there. We are, therefore, building five or six
cottages for which the men pay rent ranging
from 7s. Gd. to 10s. a week.

Item, State hotels and tourists' resorts,
£Z3,000.

Mr. SMITH: Hlow much of this money is
for State hotels and how much for the tour-
ists' resorts? At the present time the Tourist
Department is located at the Supreme Court.
It is about time some better management was
incorp orated into the department.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
money is provided for additions to the Yal-
lingup Caves House in connection with another
dining room, bedrooms, stores, ete., and also
for the drainage of State hotels, which have
not been properly drained before.

Item, Steamships, £4,500.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I am going to move to

strike out this item because this sum of money
ought to be provided out of the magnificent
profits which have been earned by the "Kan-
garoo." If we cannot make small additions and
improvements to the machinery of this vessel
out of the profits earned last year, which
amounted to between £60,000 and £E70,000, we
ought not to own vessels. This year it is esti-
mated that the profits will be something like
£:132,000. and that the greater nortion of this
amount will come from tbe ''Kangaroo."



[ASSEMBLY.]

Ron. R. H. Underwood (Hlonorary M2inis-
ter): Most of them last year came from the
"Kwjnana. I'

Thle COLONIAL TREASURER: This
amiount is a charge for putting into the ''Ran-
garoo'' additional engines, so that we shalt be
increasing her capital value by doing so. A
rather wise suggestion was made to ine. The
probabilities are that the ''Kangaroo" will
earn considerably more than anticipated, and
it is thought it would be wise under the cir-
cumstances that whatever she earns over and
above the estimated sum, we should redeem a
certain amount of her purchase money so that
af ter the war she may be brought down to what
she would stand at her ordinary price enab-
ling her to earn interest. We cannot expect
the vessel to continue to earn the high freights
she has been earning, now that the war is over.
The engines it is proposed to instal are new,
and they will increase the capital value of the
vessel.

Hon, P. Collier:- You are adding to her
capital value at a time when her earning
capacity will dimninish.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The idea
is to redeem her capital cost so that when the
war is over the vessel will stand at her proper
capital value.

11on. R, H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister).: Engineers calculate that you can do a
certain thing with a certain horse power. The
experience is that yon can do infinitely better
with double the horse power, and that is what
is happening in connection with the "Kan-
garoo' '--ye have duplicated the power. I
want to impress on the House the desirability
of gettiog Diesel driven ships. Because we
have dnplicnted thme power on the "Kangaroo''
that does not men that Diesel engines must
be condemned. This State requires three or
four Diesel driven ships, and then wre must
allow for double their horse power to drive
them.

lion. P. COLLIER; This is an item that in
all circinmstanes might well be charged to
the earnings of the ship. We are adding to
the capital cost when the vessel's earning
capacity will be diminished. This £4,500 that
should be paid out of her profits is going into
Consolidated Revenue. We are adding £4,500
to her capital cost, for which the State will
have to pay six per cent. interest.

The Colonial Treasurer: It is perfectly
legitimate to charge it uip to her capital value.

Hon. P1. COLLIER: But surely, when a ship
can show £100,000 profit for a year, if she
wants an auxiliary engine costing £4,500 it
ought to be paid out of her profit.

The Colonial Treasurer:. Her selling value
will be increased by that suim.

Hron. P. COLLIER: I do not know that it
will be. Apparently, it is necessary to spend
this on her auxiliary engines to bring her up
to what we thought she was.

The Colonial Treasurer: She will be worth
her increased value because of that reserve
power.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We considered her en-
gines were of a certain power. Now we find
it is necessary to spend money to get that

power' which we thought she possessed. There-
fore by the spending of this money she is not
of increased value. We are not adding to the
value of tile ship.

The Colonial Treasurer: Yes we are, by giv-
ing her this reserve power.

Hon. P. CQLLWR: But we can keep ott
transferring from revenue to loan. until we wipe
out our deficit.

Thme Colonial Treasurer; We arc paying this
out of loan because we are providing sinking
fund and depreciation. We are doing the
same with our railways every day.

Mr. MAUNSIE: I believe in trading concerns,
but I contend that this is not giving the trad-
ing concerns a fair deal.

The Colonial Treasurer: It is giving them
more titan a fair dleal.

'Mr. ITNSTK; The Treatsurer instanced.
our railways. If our railways were showing a
profit, we should not provide for repairs out
of Loan Estimantes; the upkeep would be pro-
vided out of Revenue. We have a steamship
showing for the year a profit of £80,000 or
mere, to go into Consolidated Revenue, Next
year the Istate trading concerns will not get a
pennywoirth of credit for that, hut we are
adding £4,500 to the capital of the trading
concerns and paying six per cent. interest on
it. If this is finance, I do not understand it.

Thu COLONIALj TREASURER: That.
steanmshiip is first of all kept up to a standard.
That is a lc2-gitiniatc charge on working ex-
penses. But the argument is that by putting
in these engines, we make the ship a wore valu-
able ship to the extent of the amount we
spend. Surely, in those circumstances, that is
capital expenditure. It would be capital ex-
penditure in every other business I know of.
However, during the recess I shall go care-
fully into the method which has been adopted,
a method that I say is absolutely wrong. At
piresent it is insisted that these ships be kept
np to their standard out of revenue. In ad-
dition, the ships are providing sinking fund,
and also a depreciation of ahout £C14,000 per
year. See what that will result iii. At the end
of the sinking fund the Government would
hare paid off the heat and could obtain an-
other boat. Ii do not mind doing some things
for posterity, but I think this is over the odds.
The position is absolutely wrong from any
point of view.

Mr. Munsie: I do nut think it is unfair,
but I think it is foolish, to pay the 6y. per
cent.

The COLOLNiIAL TREASURER: I am
told this particular ship is better capital value
in any market by reason of her having that
reserve power. We could have let here go with
the present engines, but we were advised that
if we put those engines in 'we would be giving
her a better market value to tile extent of the
improvement nmnde. Consequently-, that is
capital expenditure.

Vote put and passed.
\Tote-Land Improvement Loan Fund,

£58,250:-
Item, Development of Agriculture--Mines

(Forests). £18.700.
H1on. P. COLLIER: The information is

given on page q2 that this item refers to con-
tinuance Of classification of timber lands,
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continuance of pine planting north of Perth,
resumption of land, purchase of Loch estate,
tuart country, also Stirling estate, tuart re-
serve, etc. What does the pine planting north
of Perth consist ofil

The PRIEMIER: The classification of tim-
ber lands is necessary in order to show the
quantity of timber on wooded lands, and to
show what land should be reserved for settle-
ment, and what land should be reserved for
forestry purposes. Such a classification will
save the necessity for separate inquiry into
each application for land. The officers of the
Lands Department are engaged in conjunc-
tion with officers of the Forestry Department
on this work. They classify the land, and the
surveyors accompany them.

Hon. P. Collier: I fully appreciate the
necessity for classification of our timber lands,
but what about the other items mentionedi

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Of that
sum of £18,700, £3,000 is for classification of
timber lands, and I need not repeat the Pre-
mier 's explanation. Next, it includes £700
in connection with thle appointmnent of a lea%-
ther chemist for investigation purposes. As
hon. members know, we possess in the gums
of our forest trees a great source of wealth
in the shape of tanning materials, which
materials are said to be unsurpassed in any
part of thle world. The only method of ex-
ploiting those materials so far has been to
senid the most valuable of them, mallet bark,
across the sea to foreign markets. In the
case of mallet bark. too, we have all but
killed the goose that laid the golden eggs.
The policy of the future is to investigate our
various barks, with a view to having extract
works established here in Western Australia.
That research work requires the appointment
of a specially trained chemist. Because of
that, a sum of £700 has been put up by the
Collmonwealth for that research work, and
we are putting uip the same amount. Un-
fortunately, owing to an officer of one of the
State departments challenging the advis-
ability of making this investigation, we have
lost the services of one of the world's
greatest leather chemists. We lost him
owing to the delay that took place by reason
of the officer I refer to challenging the ad-
visableness of the investigation. The leather
chemist has now been appointed to the posi-
tion formerly held by Professor Proctor in
England, the world's leading chemist in that
line. We have not yet found another chemist,
but we are working with the Commonwealth
in the hope of finding such a person and
bringing him here to assist in the investiga-
tions. There is £5,000 provided for pine
planting in a locality north of Perth. I was
anxious to have £15,000, but the Treasurer
was insistent that the amount should be kept
down. I wanted the extra amount to provide
a tramway, but yielded to him, as it would
tiot be possible to spend the money until next
June. The idea is to plant a square mile of
pines every year. If this is continually done,
in the course of a few years we will have a
plantation, and operating on the cycle prin-
ciple we shall be able to realise on these
pines and so recoup ourselves for the expen-

diture. That cannot be done except through
loan money, and the loan itself would be
recouped. I think the profit from planting
pines in South Australia ran into £10 or £11l
ain acre, spread over the whole period of 30
years. The area north of Perth lies between
the Midland railway and the coast, and is
about 20 miles from Perth. It is all Crown
land and is just west of Bullsbrook. The
land also contains a great deal of firewood
which, if a tramway was constructed, could
be brought down to Perth and help to pay
tile cost of the line. One of the essentials in
connection with a pine plantation is not only
that the land should be suitable, but that it
should be close to the market which it is in-
tended to supply. That is thle ease so far as
this area is concerned. The next item is one
for £500, and the money is used in respect
to advertising our timbers in Europe. For
some years past I have been urging every
Government, of which I have been a minen-
her, to use the money for this purpose. The
French Mission which recently visited this
State, eimphasised that again and again, and
told us ]how foolish we were not to realise
that we should be represented at the Lyons
Fair. I have, therefore, asked for a sum of
£500 to be given so that we might do some
advertising.

Hon. P. Collier: Could you not send a re-
presentative direct?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The idea is
to send a representative direct. I do not be-
lieve in a man from London representing this
State. I want some typical person f rom
Western Australia who knows the country
well, to go to the Fair and see exactly what
hie can pick up for Western Australin, so that
in the following year we can be adequately
represented . there. The sum of £5,500 pro-
vided here makes up the balance in respect
to the proposed purchase of the Loch estate,
anid included in that is a sum of 2000 which
is owed to the Lands Department in respect
to the tuart reserve. There is very little
tuart in this State. Probably one of the finest
areas of tuart in the State is held principally
by the Loch estate. The present owners for
a long time have hadl negotiations with the
Government, but the price they asked was
£12,000. The owners have now come down to
£17,500. Further negotiations are still pro-
ceeding, and nothing is yet closed. The
Conservator advises that is is l'i'rhly desir-
able that the land should be acquired for the
Forestry Department, as it is practically the
home of the tuart, and properly attended to
it will moan that we shall have a tuart plan-
tation forever in Western Australia. The
sum of £2,000 is to be handed over to the
Lands Department in respect to the sub-
division of the Stirling estate. It has been
hanging fire between the Lands Department
.and the Forests Department ever since the
last Labour Government were in office. The
department has paid interest on the capital
value, and it is proposed to transfer that
E2.000 to the Lands Department. This is
only a book entry, because the £2,000 already
appears in some other Loan Estimates. That
will be debited to the Forests Department,
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and I presume there will be a corresponding
credit to the Lands Department.

Mr. SMVITH1: The Attorney Genera] has
lightly slipped over the question of the lea-
ther expert. He should give more particu-
lars as to how it was that sonic individual
was able to influence the Government in the
matter. I think he should disclose the name
of that individual. If it is the Government
Analyst then I think this official is obtaining
an undue influence over the Government. .1
have grave doubts as to his abilities
to advise the Government on matters of this
sort. Recently he has been given charge of
the Botanical Department. He knows little
enough about ordinary analyses, but to add to
his duties that of controlling the technical see-
dion of the Agricultural Department is absurd.
If a satisfactory explanation is not forthcom-
ing it is time that the wings of this official
were clipped and that we bad someone more
competent to fill the position.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I only gave
the exact result of the position, and did not
think there was any use in telflng the whole
story. Over 12 months ago I was talking of
obtaining the services of a leather chemist.
I asked the local Advisory Council of Science
and Industry, which is associated with the
Commonwealth Council, if they would appoint
a sub-committee to go into this question, and
advise as to what was the proper thing to do.
They not only went into the matter themselves,
but communicated with the main council in
Melbourne. The result was that they had ad-
vice that we coulid not possibly handle our
tannin unless wre had the services of an expert
who was thoroughly trained and that no sucht
person could be found in Australia. At that
stage a certain officer in another department
raised the question before his Minister, con-
tending that he was quite able to advise the
Government in respect to these tannins and
leathers, and that there was no occasion to go
out of Australia to secure the expert advice
we wanted. The matter then again came be-
fore me, and whilst; not holding up the in.
quiries being made in America in the direction
of obtaining the services of the expert, I sug-
gested that we should give this officer of ours
three months in which to make investigations
and report. H-e did make inquiries and prac-
tically completed them and he reportcd ad-
versely on the proposal in connection with the
red gum tannin. The two matters he investi-
gated were the solubility of the redguni and
the question of the decolorisation of the kino.
I still proposed to go on with the Council of
Science and Industry, and to obtain the ser-
vices of an American expert in spite of the
recommendation of the local officer that it was
inadvisable for the Government to spend money
in this direction, that in fact it would he
wrong of us to do so contrary to the advice
of this officer.

Ron. P. Collier: There is no room for two
krings in Israel.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When we
arrived at that stage when I felt that after
all I was only a layman in these matters, al-
though I take a great deal of interest in them,

and when an officer of high standing tells me
that I am wasting money to go on with these
investigations, I must pause; I cannot be
headstrong.

Air. Smith: Are you referring to the same
officer as in the other easel

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Never mind
what happened in other cases. The result was
that I had necessarily, and I think very pro-
perly, to delay the matter. The Government
suggested that I should try to settle the ques-
tion with this officer personally. I had a num-
ber of interviews with him hut they were of
no avail. He was still of the same opinion and
he laid it down in no uncertain terms. I then
suggested to him that we could not go on iii
this fashion and that some competent tribunal
would have to settle the question. I suggested
the Council of Science and Industry in Vic-
toria, which body was composed of eminent
men. He agreed to that. 'My papers were
sent without comment to that body. I con-
tended that we should be entitled to send to
America for a leather chemist. The officer
also put in his report. The Melbourne Ad-
visory Council replied that there was no ques-
tion about the proper course which should be
followed and that was to get the services of
a chemist from America. There was no one
in Australia who was capable of advising in
the matter, although they recognised that the
particular officer in this State had rendered
valuable services in the research he had made.
In the meantime we bad been in communica-
tion with a Mr. McCandlish, an American,
having got into touch with him through Pro-
fessor Proctor, a leading leather chemist in
England. Professor Proctor recommended Mr.
MeCandlish, who was a chemist of high stand-
ing and who had under him nine or ten other
chemists. The Council of Science and Indlus-
try in Melbourne were anxious that we should
engage Mr. MeCandlish and retain him in Aus-
tralia. Now we have been informed that Mr.
MeCandlish has succeeded Professor Proctor at
the university with which he was connected
and we shall have to look elsewhere for a
leather chemist.

Vote put and passed.
This completed the Loan Estimates for the

year.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Resolutions reported, and the report adopted.

BILL-APPROPRATION.
All Stages.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation in connec-
tion with the Bill.

In accordance with resolutions adopted in
Committees of Supply and of Ways and
Means, leave obtained to introduce the Appro-
priation Bill, which was read a first time.

Second Reading.
The COLONIAL TREASURER (Ron. J.

Gardiner-Irwvin) [1.52 a~m.] in moving the
second reading said: The Bill is merely to put
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in order and complete what we have done ina
dealing with the Revenue Estimates and the
Loan Estimates. In Schedule A we have two
Supply Bill;, one for £829,000, and the other
for £425,000, while the balance of £2,153,064
is under the Bill, making a total of £3,407,004.
In the trust fund I have one appropriation
of £90,000, and under the Bill £153,819, or a
total of £243,819. In the general loan fund
I have one Appropriation of £212,000, and
under the Bill. the amount of £1,183,259, or
a total of £1,325,259. In Public Account ad-
vance to Treasurer, I have an appropriation
of £300,000, and under the Bill the sum of
£100,000, or £400,000 in all, the total in
Schedule A being £5,446,142. In Schedule B
we have an amount of £3,407,064, and under
the Sale of Glovernment Property Trust Ac-
count there is an amount of £,185,569, while
under the Land Improvement Loan Fund the
amount is £58,250, or a total of 9243,91-.
Schedule D comprises the General Loan Fund
for the services of the year ending 30th June,'1919, as detailed in the Estinates of expen-
diture already passed. I move-

That the Dill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.
Dill passed through Committee without die-

bate, reported without amendment, and the re-
port adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Council,

BILL--FORESTS.
Returned from the Council with amend-

ments.

BILL-STATE CHIhDREN ACT -AMEND-
MENT

'Received from the Council and read a first
time.
House adjourned at 1.57 a.m. (Wednesday.)

JLegizlative Council,
IWednesday, 18th December, 1918.

The PRESLOENT took the Chair at 3 p.m.,
and read prayers.

[For "Questions on Notice" and "Papers
Presented" see "Minutes of Proceedings."))

MOTION-LAND ACTS COMPILjATION.
The COLONIA'L SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.

Colebaitch-Bast) [3.3): I move-
That it be resolved and directed that the

Lend Act, 1898, with its amendments, he

compiled under the provisions of the Statutes
Compilation Act, 1905.

The following is an extract from Section 2 of
the Statutes compilation Act, 195--

Fronm and atter the passing of this Act,
whenever both Houses of Parliament shall,
by resolution, direct the compilation with its
amendments of any Act in force in the State,
it shall be the duty of the Attorney General,
so soon as may be possible after the deter-
miination of the session in which such resolu-
tion shall have been passed, to prepare a
compilation embodying all the provisions of
such Act and the amendments thereof, omit-
ting all -those portions of the text of such
Act u hick have been repenled or altered by
subsequent Acts, and inserting in the proper
places all words or sections substituted for
or added to the text of the original Act by
such subsequent Acts, wvith marginal refer-
ence notes citing section and Act; and he
shall add to such compilation an appendix
showing the Acts and sections of Acts com-.
prised therein. In preparing the compilation,
the Attorney General Ehall make such conse-
quential and other alterations in, additions
to, or omissions from the text as, in his
opinion, are necessary in order to give effect
to implied repeals to secure uniformity of
expression, and generally to allow of the
compilation being enacted as an Act of the
year of enactment, and shall indorse upon
such compilation, or attach thereto, a memo-
randum directing attention to every such
alteration, addition, or omission, nd stating,
where necessary, the reason thereof.

In addition to the Land Act, 1898, there are 13
amending Acts, and it is very difficult for the
public to follow the Lands Legislation of the
State with one principal Act and :13 amending
Acts in existence. If the Acts are compiled
as proposed it will be comparatively easy for
any member of the puiblic to follow the pro-
-visions. A resolution to this effect has already
been carried in another place, so that the carry-
ing of this resolution is all that is necessary
to enable this work to he put in hand.

IT.on. IV. KI12KG SM IL L (Metopolitana)
[3.6): 1 should like to have the privilege of
seconding this motion, and congratulate the
lender of the House and tha Government upon
at last taking advantage of this useful Statute,
from the point of view of the public who are
concerned with the reading and the adiins-
tration of the Acts to which this applies. This
is only the second occasion T believe on which
this has been done.

Hon. A. SANDER SON: 'What was the first
occasion?

Hon, XV.KU4GSM1LL: It happened some
years ago in connection with an Act that was
-very much amended. There are several Acts
and their aramudments to which this process
could be very well applied. I refer, in par-
ticular, to the Sale of Liquor 'Regulation Acts,
which are in a state not of chaos but of chaotic
organisation. I hope the Government will take
into consideration the necessity of applying this.
Statute to a good many more Acts which badly
need this compilation.
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